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September 2014 Newsletter  

  

Whalers Dive Club 

(New meeting location) 

BJ's Restaurant & Brewery 

 6424 Canoga Ave  

Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

 (818) 340-1748 

The Whalers Dive Club, Inc., a California non-profit 

When: 1stWednesday of the Month 6:00-7:00 Food & Fellowship 

7:00-9:00 Meeting 

Website: www.whalersdiveclub.com 

Address: P.O. Box: 4283, West Hills, CA 91308-4283 

East side of Canoga, just south of Victory You can only enter the parking lot from Canoga northbound.  Both self 

parking and valet available.  

Private Room, Extensive Menu, and Full Bar      

 

http://www.whalersdiveclub.com/
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Sept Guest Speaker 

Heather Hamsa 

Heather Hamza is an active diver for over 20 years: recreational, cave, tech.  Favorite dives 

involve protecting the ocean's treasures.  She works as a Nurse Anesthetist to support 

dive habit. 

Heather is the U.S. Coordinator for Ghost Fishing. 

Ghost nets are fishing nets that have been left or lost in the ocean by fishermen. These 

nets, often nearly invisible in the dim light, can be left tangled on a rocky reef or drifting in 

the open sea. They can entangle fish, dolphins, sea turtles, sharks, dugongs, crocodiles, 

seabirds, crabs, and other creatures, including the occasional human diver.[1] Acting as 

designed, the nets restrict movement, causing starvation, laceration and infection, and 

suffocation in those that need to return to the surface to breathe.[2] 

Heather’s organization clean up abandoned commercial fishing nets, and recycle them. 

"Ghost nets" will continue to trap, harm and kill marine life for decades or even centuries.  

We will never know the full extent of the devastating effects that these nets have on our 

fragile marine ecosystems. 

This month’s raffle will be a fund raiser 
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A Message from Steve 

 

Welcome Whalers to the September 2014 newsletter.  August has been a great month for the Whalers. The banquet committee is 

doing a fantastic job putting together what looks like unique banquet for the Whalers and probably will be sold out soon. The fire 

code on this location is very specific so once it is sold out you have to wait another year to enjoy the Whaler banquet.  Camping trip 

at Moro Bay was a hit and I am sorry we missed it.  

Our September speaker will be Heather Hamza (ghostfishing.org) and will be a presentation about Ghost Net Fishing 

(ghostfishing.org). For those of us on Facebook there was a very close encounter with a Great White Shark on one of their very 

recent Ghost Net Fishing trips and I am sure that we will be hearing about that encounter. Also the board earlier this year has 

approved that 2 of the months our revenue from the opportunity drawing will go to a nonprofit which promotes diver safety or 

improving the environment in which we dive. The first month was donated to the Catalina Chamber and this will be our second 

donation and will go to Ghost Net fishing.  Great prizes, and will be fun to support such a good cause. 

As a reminder starting this month our general meeting will be at BJ’s Restaurant and Brewhouse (6424 Canoga Ave. 

Woodland Hills, CA 91367). We will be in the meeting room all the way in the back. The management has promised us 2 

experienced servers, selection from the full menu and not requiring a room fee which is customary on large rooms such as this one. 

Please support the club by attending this meeting and showing BJ’s that we are a club deserving and appreciating this opportunity. 

Also the full bar will be available during and after the meeting for those of us who like to stay and visit with our fellow Whalers after 

the meeting. 

Whaler elections are not too far away and it is time to start making your nominations. Any current Whaler can nominate a candidate 

by simply emailing your nomination to the election committee at nominate@whalersdiveclub.com.  

Looking forward to seeing everyone at our new location: BJ’s Restaurant and Brewhouse 

(6424 Canoga Ave. Woodland Hills, CA 91367) 
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Upcoming Events 

Septemberl 

General Meeting – Guest Speaker:  Heather Hamza – Ghost Net Fishing & Fund-raiser. 

           September 3, 2014 Wednesday 6:00 PM at BJ’s 

Dive - September- Sept. 13, 2104 on the Spectre to Anancapa/Santa Cruz (sign up through Sport Chalet 10% 
disc.) 

Dive – Sept 14 Pacific Star Shoot-out Rig/Wreck - http://channelislandsdiveadventures.com/socal-shootout-
rigwreck-  SOLD OUT 

Board Meeting – September 25, 2014 at 6:00PM at The Lamplighter 

Beach Clean-up – September 20, 2014 - This is the official California Coastal Clean-up Day at Deer Creek  

October 

General Meeting – Guest Speaker:  Bill Bushing @ BJ’s 

          October 1 2014 Wednesday - 6:00 PM 

Hike - October 18th-the Grotto hike 

Dive - October 19th, Santa Cruz-Yellowbanks-http://channelislandsdiveadventures.com/santa-cruz-outer-
yellowbanks/ SOLD OUT 

Board Meeting – October 16, 2014 at 6:00 pm The Lamplighter 

Bonaire October 25 – Nov 1 w/Ken 

November 

General Meeting – Guest Speaker – Membership- Show and Tell 

         Nov. 5, 2014 -  Wednesday – 6:00pm BJ’s 

Dive – Nov 8, 2014 PCH Scuba/Cannel Island Dive Adv. Charter down coast towards Neptune’s Nest to Deep Hole 

Dive – Nov. 15/16 Peace Dive Boat to Off-shore reefs (see Ken) 

Board Meeting – November 20, 2014 at 6:00 pm The Lamplighter

http://channelislandsdiveadventures.com/socal-shootout-rigwreck-
http://channelislandsdiveadventures.com/socal-shootout-rigwreck-
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THE DATE HOLIDAY PARTY 

                              Set your sites                          

                 Cowboys and Cowgirls!!!  

                   Rocke Pointe Corral  

                   Date:  12-13-14 

                           6:00 PM  

Appetizers and Mixers Provided - BYOB  

Catering by Wood Ranch Menu: 

BBQ Ribs * BBQ Chicken  

Tri Tip and Two Signature Sides  

Western Wear Requested (not required)  

And a Murder Mystery ta -boot.  

PRIZES!!! 

Trip 4 Two to Catalina via Catalina Express 

Boot Camp 

Spa Day 

And more 

Sign up now space for 60 only 
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Grotto Trail-Circle X Ranch, Santa Monica Mtns. 

Where-The Grotto at Circle X Ranch 

Date-Saturday, October 18, 2014 

Time- Meet at the trail head at 10:00 am. 

 Directions to trailhead- Take  Hwy. 1 to Yerba Buena Rd. (where Neptune’s Net is) then up about 5 miles to the Circle X Ranch. There 

are 2 parking areas, an upper & lower. There are flush toilets at the upper and outhouses at the lower just at the start of the 

trailhead. 

The hike- The Grotto Trail hike is about 3.5 miles round trip with an elevation gain of about 650 feet and takes about 2 hours round 

trip. Dogs are allowed on the trail, BUT not the last ¼ mile, which is the best part-so maybe it is best to leave Fido at home. 

 The Grotto, at the end of this trail, is a maze of large boulders in a sheer, narrow gorge formed by landslides. The West Fork of the 

Arroyo Sequit flows through the caves and caverns of the Grotto, creating cascades and pools. It is an easy hike to the Grotto, but 

can be difficult scrambling down and around the rocks to see the lower falls.  

Come join the club on a fun hike and bring the family.  Hikes are a great way to get to know other club members much better and 

maybe a chance to meet some new dive  buddies 
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Tipping-why should I? 

By Ken Kollwitz 

 Have you ever been on a dive boat and wondered, how much should I tip the crew and why should I? If you have 

you’re not alone. Tipping on a boat is really no different then tipping at a restaurant and it seems that some divers 

haven’t figured this out yet. I speak from experience. I have been the diver not leaving a fair tip and I have been on the 

receiving end as a Divemaster and crew person working for tips on a dive boat. Of course, there are some added 

benefits working on a boat if you get the chance to use them just like a restaurant employee. 

 So how much is a good tip? Generally about 15% with it varying from 10%-20%. It all depends on how you feel 

you were treated. Did the captain /crew try their best to get you to somewhere good to dive or did they just drop 

anchor and say this is it? Where they nice or very friendly? Where they helpful with gear, swim step, answering 

questions, etc.? Did the crew act professional? Did they have safety in mind? Did they give briefings and how detailed 

were they and did they know the dive spots? Was the food good and plentiful? Most importantly, did they make you 

want to go back? You could probably think of more but I think you understand what I am trying to say. 

 Some of these would be the same type of things you would think of at a restaurant like, food, quality, amount, 

presentation, helpful and friendly workers, etc. I know quite a few people that will double the tax (myself included) as a 

starting point for a tip because this is usually about 15%. The problem here is when you go out to eat and your bill is 

$15.00 (like at the club meeting) a tip of 15% is $2.25 for a grand total of $17.25 and most would put in a bit more. Now 

you go on a dive boat and the cost is $115.00 and a 15% tip is $17.25 for a grand total of $132.25. So, will you leave 

more or less for the tip? I can tell you from experience the crew will be lucky to get $10.00 per person which is only a 

8.7% tip. Now maybe they deserved what you gave as a tip but if you went away thinking you had a fantastic time and 

would really like to go back, do you think a $10.00 tip was fair? I would think not, but then that’s me. 

 Am I pouring on the guilt good enough? Maybe not, so here’s another angle to think about next the time you are 

out. When I worked on the Sunfish we were paid good, more then most Divemaster’s and crew on other boats. Our day 

started about ½ before boarding the time of 6:00am and it was usually earlier for me. On the average we would be back 

about 4:00pm and then clean the boat and be done about 5:30pm. Yes that is a long day, only about 12 hours and 

without tips the Divemaster made $10.42 per hour and the deckhand made $6.25 per hour. 

 By now I think you understand how important tips can be in the service industry especially if you went home 

and had such a good time you wanted to go back. Next time your out diving, look around, check things out and see how 

hard everyone is working to make your day great and think to yourself-should I leave a good tip and please, if you don’t 

think they deserve a good tip don’t be shy to let the Captain and crew know why. You can’t fix what you don’t know. 
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Diving with Dahlia 

 Hello Whalers, 

The Dive Buddy system has been long recognized by the international community as a built in safety feature when diving. While this 
is correct, not all diving with a buddy is fail safe.  

There are important key components for safe diving with a dive buddy most divers are not even aware of, much less practice. 

1. Always strive to dive with a diver you know and who has similar skill as yours. 

2. Always be careful or downright refuse to dive with a diver you do not know and have never met before. 

3. Make sure you are familiar with your buddy's gear in general and weight and alternate air configuration in     particular. 

4. Make sure your Buddy is familiar with yours.  

5. Mutually agree on general and emergency procedures to be implemented if and when necessary. (Out of air is the only immediate 
emergency other than medical issue) Separation is not an emergency. *:) happy  

6. Discuss separation policy. PADI's policy calls for a one minute search and surfacing after that to reunite on the surface.  

7. Decide who navigates the dive and follow the diver who navigates, do not get in front of him. An experienced navigator has a 
reason for choosing a route, trust his judgment. (If you don't, you have no business diving with him   *:( sad)  

 8. Always stay within a few feet from your Buddy. 

 9. If you are the Navigator, go slow and turn around often to make sure your Buddy is following. 

10. Allow time for your Buddy to enjoy his dive, not only follow you around, diving is not about covering distance but about seeing 
what you went down there for. (kindly remember you can't cover the entire ocean in 24 hours, it takes at least 48...*:-O surprise *;) 
winking) 

11. Check your air and your Buddy's air often, the lowest air supply determines the length of dive.  

12. Mutually agree on hand signals for communication. 

As a dive Buddy you have an obligation to make sure you both are safe, follow established safety rules and share exciting moments. 
You also have the privilege of knowing that your dive Buddy is there for you, if and when you might need it. 

Having said all that, your responsibility to yourself is to be self sufficient, competent and responsible diver.  

That way you can help yourself and your Buddy if needed and your Buddy can do the same for you. 

Divers who rely 100% on their Buddy should either get additional training or make sure their Buddy is aware 

of it and by doing that giving him the option to make an intelligent decision about diving with a particular diver. 

Dahlia     818-224-7249 
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Safety tips for all divers: 

Always try both regs, primary and alternate before each dive. 

Inflate BC to make sure it holds air. 

Make sure inflate/deflate hose is firmly attached to bladder. 

Give the tank valve one final twist before donning gear. If it stops, your air is on, twist back half turn.  

If it doesn't, keep on turning until it stops and then turn half turn back. 

Never dive with a partially open tank valve, only with a fully open one. (You are not saving air by partially turning it on) 

Coming up.................. 

A Whaler gave me yesterday a great idea.  I have previously conducted a "get to know your gear" session with DM 

candidates but I think that all interested Whalers can benefit from that. Your safety depends not only on the 

maintenance of your gear but also and by a large degree on your intimate understanding of the functions and limitations 

of your particular rig.  

We will go over every single item from mask to fins with extensive explanations of proper use and maintenance, 

cleaning procedures and options for improvement. 

What do you think Whalers?? 

Dahlia     818-224-7249 
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Maybe you’ll see an elephant…”  We looked at each other with raised eyebrows as we talked to 

the waiter over breakfast.  This was not something we’d ever heard before a dive.  But this was 

not going to be a normal dive.   

Welcome to Lake Tahoe – elevation 6,224ft.  Welcome to altitude lake diving.  Welcome to the 

PADI Altitude Diver Course with Sierra Diving Center.It’s a safe bet, as Whalers in SoCal, the 

majority of our diving is done in the beautiful waters of the Pacific Ocean.  However, head inland, 

and you might discover something different – foothill and mountain lakes where new and 

amazing aquatic worlds await the adventurous diver.  Our target – two dives at Sunnyside on 

Tahoe’s North Shore.  Our goal – to become that adventurous mountain diver so we could safely 

experience the wonders these high-altitude places have to offer. 

First - The Hard Stuff 

Altitude diving, by PADI standards, is any dive 1,000ft (300m) at/above sea level and like many other diving related activities, 
requires additional training and awareness beyond the standard OW course.  As divers, we’re all familiar with dive tables, diving with 
computers and gauges, safety stops and so forth.  Dive above 1,000ft, however, and the familiar is skewed.  The 15ft safety stop is 
no longer at 15ft, and that 45 minute dive is now limited to 30 minutes or less. 

The number one thing to remember with altitude diving is atmospheric pressure is lower than at sea level making normal dive tables 
unsuitable without adjustment.  While Boyle’s Law, Charles’ Law and the General Gas Law apply the same as at sea level, one must 
reduce the surface pressure to accommodate for the altitude.  The pressure change for water is constant (10m/33ft by 1 bar/atm) 
regardless of one’s altitude.  However, the pressure change for air is not constant as the air is compressed by the air above it.  Simply 
put, the higher you go, the number of air molecules decreases, and the density of air is less meaning a decrease in air pressure (ever 
heard the term “thin air?”).  Without going into the mundane math and mind-numbing technical explanation, the unaware diver is 
more susceptible to decompression illness when diving above 1,000ft.  That’s reason enough to take notice and get training.  

The PADI Rules for Altitude Diving are not terribly difficult (as provided by Sierra Diving Center), but 
are terribly important: 

1. Ascent rate at altitude is 30fpm – the same as at sea level.  

2. When arriving at altitude: 

a. Add 2 pressure groups for each 1,000ft of altitude increase. 

b. If your starting altitude is 4,000ft or greater, add 4 pressure groups for each 1,000ft of 
altitude increase. 

c. If your total change in altitude is 8,000ft or greater, then you must wait 6 hours before 
diving (note: some agencies recommend 12 hours). 

3. When diving at altitude, no more than (2) dives per day is recommended. 

4. The depth for a safety stop changes depending on the altitude.  For example, at 9,000ft, the Safety/Emergency 
Decompression Stop Depth is adjusted to 11ft. 

5. Your depth gauge must be adjusted for diving at altitude.  If your gauge cannot be adjusted manually, then you must use a 
formula to convert the Borden tube gauge to altitude:  Depth Shown + 1 + (1 for every 1,000 feet above sea level).  For example, 20ft 
depth at sea level is now 29ft depth at 10,000ft. 

Beyond that, not much else changes when breathing compressed air.  You’re still going to wait before flying, you need to closely 
monitor your NDL and you’d be wise to delay that summit push up Mt. Whitney.   
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Second - The Reality 

Don’t worry...  Most computers calculate the elegant algorithms eliminating the hard stuff.   You may 
have to adjust a setting or two, but once done, there’s little to do except enjoy the dive and remember 
the basic rules. 

And remember… We did say, “enjoy” the dive. 

We’re spoiled.  Our California coastal waters are what we consider world-class diving - temperate 
waters, incredible and abundant fish and fauna, happy sea lions, whales, dolphins, sharks, etc.  The only 
bad diving day, if there is actually a bad diving day, is when you don’t get enough tri-tip on the Spectre 
or the hot tub isn’t warm enough on the Peace.  

When we announced our intention to dive Lake Tahoe, almost everyone stated the obvious:  it’s cold.  
Lake Tahoe has an average surface temperature of 40-50° during winter/spring, and levels off at a 

constant 39° around 600ft.  During our first dive to 81ft (that’s 103ft adjusted), the average temperature was 43°with a surface temp 
of 45°.  Compared to the balmy 55° a week earlier at Santa Cruz…  well, quite an eye-opener – literally.  We were never so happy to 
be in drysuits with undergarments labeled “Arctic” – especially when it started raining, then drizzling and finally, snowing.  This 
might be May, but it’s snowing. 

There were the questions about what we thought we’d see.  We didn’t expect the elephant comment, but we did assume we’d see a 
few fish – maybe a nice, plump lake trout or possibly the endangered “Tahoe Sucker”.  The reality? A total of two very annoyed 
crayfish plus one unknown itty-bitty fish that we happily assaulted as it appeared quite dead (it was actually quite asleep followed by 
quite perturbed).  There was the occasional old-growth stump, a number of huge logs, a few old bottles and cans, and mooring balls 
galore. Not exactly what we’d consider a “feast for the eyes”. 

Beyond the cold and the aquatic life (or lack thereof), was a need for heightened situational awareness.  The sharp diver is always on 
the lookout for terrain traps – fishing lures and abandoned fishing line, submerged stumps, trees and sticks, and most importantly, 
an abundance of boat traffic that tends to be oblivious to the divers down below.  Lakes can be worse terrain traps compared to the 
open ocean and the popularity of this lake is obvious by the vast number of moored boats dotting the shoreline. 

A good two or three hours going over altitude diving lessons with our instructor while getting snowed on; (2)-30 minute shore dives 
with a full hour surface interval between each and that was it.   Day done, lessons learned, certification checkmark complete.  We 
didn’t even have to rinse equipment.  Fresh water does have one distinct advantage over salt water - clean gear the minute you step 
out  

Third – The “Real” Reality 

Cold, wet and boring… 

Yet, there was a moment, at a depth of 60 feet or so, where we looked up and could clearly make out the raindrops landing on the 
surface of the lake.  We hadn’t seen visibility this pristine since dives in the Caribbean.   Below us, the ground covered in gray/white 
sand – perfectly groomed, undisturbed mirroring the surface of the moon.  Surrounding us – a water column so clear and blue it was 
easy to drift aimlessly without looking at your gauges – easy to misjudge depth, as the dark blue seemed to envelop us growing 
deeper and darker the further out we looked.  Most surprising?  We weren’t cold.  In fact, we were almost too warm.  There’s 
something about amazing surroundings to take your mind off the obvious. 

 Cold, wet and boring?  Not at all – at least not the cold and boring part…  No, it was absolutely, positively GLORIOUS.  Lake Tahoe 
was truly one of the best dive days ever. 

Getting Out There 

With over 800 miles of California coastline, it’s doubtful altitude diving (or lake diving), is going to become the SoCal rage anytime 
soon.  Yet adding altitude diving to one’s bag of tools is another checkmark in becoming a well-rounded diver.  There are over 3,000 
lakes in California – many just waiting to be explored.  In SoCal, notable lake dive sites include Littlerock Dam (3,405ft) and Pyramid 
Lake (2,579ft).   Right across the border, we have the popular Lake Mead (1,221ft).  Head further east and you’ll find notable sites 
including the Blue Hole in New Mexico (4,600ft) and Homestead Crater (5,900ft) in Utah. 
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    Lake Tahoe, however, is a California gem. With 72 miles of shoreline, there are 12 
established dive sites including Emerald Bay and D.L. Bliss Underwater State Parks as 
well as multiple boat-diving locations.  While temperatures run in the low 40s in the 
winter, summertime bottom temps can top the high 60s.  Most amazing is the clarity – 
on average, 70+ feet.  Divers will find a variety of easy to challenging dive sites 
including walls, wrecks and other natural formations with shallow to technical depths 
(300+ feet). 

A fellow diver asked if there was any noticeable difference between diving at altitude.  
Physiologically, we noticed absolutely nothing.  Altitude diving is akin to a change of 
scenery – often, a more than pleasant diversion from the norm, though probably 
colder! Having dived other lakes in the region, the greatest difference, aside from the 
altitude concerns and the temperatures, comes with the situational awareness, gear kit 
and the logistics.   

1. Mountain weather is fickle and may change, without warning, in a matter of 
minutes.  Afternoon storms during the spring/summer are the norm and you may face 
high winds, thunder/lightening, rain, hail, and even snow.  Most dives, like most all 
mountain activities, are best done in the morning. 

2. Altitude lakes may be subject to drastic seasonal temperature variances.  Divers need to understand the conditions and 
dress accordingly (drysuit vs. wetsuit, light undergarments vs. heavy).   

3. Depending on the lake, murky water may require torches.  Think of it like a night dive and bring your primary and a spare 
flashlight. 

4. Cutting shears or a knife is always recommended.  Entanglement is common. 

5. A lobster bag makes for a great trash bag.  Bring it and use it! 

6. Lakes are often a boaters paradise so properly using and deploying a dive flag is essential for your own safety.  If you dive in 
Nevada, it’s the law. 

7. Remember there is a weight difference when one goes from salt to fresh water.  Check your buoyancy before starting your 
dive and adjust as needed.  

8. It’s doubtful you’ll find a dive shop near by.  Bring enough tanks to enjoy your day as well as your “save a dive” kit. 

9. Many lakes are remote so help may be hard to come by.   Always have a first aid kit available in case there are problems 
including oxygen (if possible).  Make sure you complete an emergency plan for the area and let people know where you are going, 
what you are doing and when to expect you back.  

Regardless, get the altitude training from a dive professional and understand the differences between altitude and sea level.  Then, 
go explore!  It’s an entirely new wet world to discover. 

As for us, we’re going back to find the elephant.  We hear it’s down there along with a whole bunch of other things too wild to even 
imagine.  The rumor is Jacque Cousteau dove Tahoe coming to the surface to proclaim, “The world is not ready for what I have een.”  

Yes, it’s probably a tall tale, but we can’t wait to explore.  ~ C. Dugger with Byron Taylor ~ of the water. 
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DEER CREEK BEACH CLEAN-UP 

The club adopted this beach on September 23, 1989. Our goal has been to clean up the beach 3 times a year. The Board 

has selected: June 28, July 26 (and BBQ) & the official state Adopt-A-Beach Costal Clean-Up day is September 20. Come 

one & all; bring family, friends, and potential club members. Trash pick-up and dive start at 9:00AM. 

We have official Adoption Papers for this beach to Preserve, Protect, & Enhance the coast. 

There are no facilities, but bags and a Porta-Potty will be provided. Bring food, drink, gloves, sturdy shoes, and your 

beach dive gear. Any questions? Call Norm at 818-348-6444. 

Directions: Deer Creek Beach is approximately 2 miles north of the LA/Ventura County line on Pacific Coast Highway 

(HWY1). From the Ventura Freeway north, take Kanan Road west (left) to PCH, turn right. Deer Creek is signed (where 

the highway is only two lanes). 

 

  

We will be setting up at or around the stairs 
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BJ’s Membership 
NEW MEETING LOCATION SEPTEMBER 3RD – PLEASE JOIN US AT OUR NEW MEEING 

LOCATION AT BJ’S Restaurant.  Full menu, full bar, private room, and much more!! 

LET’S HAVE A RECORD TURN OUT.   

Membership continues to grow and we are currently at 121 members.   Thank you 

Sponsors and club members for making this growth happen!  

Welcome to the following new members:  Alyssa Mervyn, Angelo Chiriaco, Tina 

Sanderson, and Paul Rasmussen. Thank you to the following members for their 

renewal and continued support:  Steven Devore, Steve Roquemore, BJ Rogers, Dahlia 

Luria, Al Kholos, Richard Bowman, The Randall’s, Doug Tyler, Jr., Dan Tobias, John 

Prentice, The Levey’s, John-Michael Lee, Tom Oedy, The Ambergers’, and Adam Crown.  

As a reminder, below is a list of discounts and/or benefits that you will receive by 

showing your current Whaler’s Dive Club Membership Card.  These benefits more than 

offset the Club’s yearly membership dues. Whaler Membership renewal notices:  Kathy and Michael Prentice, Michael Kenny, Denise 

Peel, Pat Crane, Dexter Kelly and Elizabeth Rinnander, Laura Scott, and Rod Francis.  There are three ways to renew your 

membership:    on line at www.whalersdiveclub.com, at the monthly general membership meeting, or mail to the Whaler’s Dive 

Club, P.O. Box 4283, West Hills, CA  91308. 

September Whaler’s Birthdays – Michael Prentice, Dexter Kelly, and Juliana Marcos.   

Congratulations to last month’s Opportunity Drawing Winners: 

Collapsible Crate and Dodger Blanket  Jack Molina 

2 /1 Channel Islands Dive Adventure Dive Trip David Guth 

Lavacore Elite Thermals    Paul Rasmussan  Donated by PCH Scuba 

$50 PCH Scuba Gift Card       Eva Barthel  Donated by PCH Scuba 

Homemade Truffles    Shelly Bern Donated by Darell Lee 

Homemade Truffles    Brody Rogers Donated by Darell Lee 

Scorpion Figurine     Rick Dalven Donated by Dan Tobias 

*Thank you Dan Tobias for donating the handmade scorpion figurines and Darell Lee for the homemade Truffles.  

Do you want to earn a free opportunity drawing ticket (Board members are excluded for this offer)?  Of course you do.  Submit a 
dive related article, a Whaler event article, or pictures of a dive related or whaler event activities to our newsletter letter editor, 
Whaler Betty newsletter@whalersdiveclub.com, and you will receive a free opportunity drawing ticket at our next meeting. 

Thank you to the following organizations and people for donations for our August opportunity drawing:  PCH Scuba, Sport Chalet, 
and Channel Island Dive Adventures.   

 Make sure you tell your fellow divers about the Dive Club. Bring A CERTIFIED DIVER (one that has not been to the club before) to the 
monthly meeting and for this you and your guest will each receive a free opportunity drawing ticket.  The Club is a great place to 
meet other divers, participate in annual group international travel, stay updated on current events and regulations impacting the 
diving community, and to participate and socialize in dive and non-diving activities.  All skill levels are welcome.  Make sure you tell 
your fellow divers about the Dive Club. Bring A CERTIFIED DIVER (one that has not been to the club before) to the monthly meeting 
and for this you and your guest will each receive a free opportunity drawing ticket.  The Club is a great place to meet other divers, 
participate in annual group international travel, stay updated on current events and regulations impacting the diving community, 
and to participate and socialize in dive and non-diving activities.  All skill levels are welcome.   
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PCH Scuba  

• Receive 15% off Scuba Equipment (excludes camera gear) 

• Free scuba tune up dive every Sunday in their Olympic sized pool – includes gear if needed 

• Thru September, all camera gear at 20% over cost 

• Buy a tank at regular price and get either free air fills for life, or, a 15% discount 

• receive 5% off scheduled local boat charters 

o if active or retired military, make that 10% 

SPORT CHALET 

• receive a card for 10 air fills (a $45 value alone) 

• receive 10% off Sport Chalet chartered boats and classes 

• receive 10% off scuba equipment  

o non-sale merchandise only 

o excludes merchandise ending in $.96 and $.97 

CHANNEL ISLAND DIVE ADVENTURES 

o receive 5% off scheduled local boat charters 

o if active or retired military, make that 10% 

HOLLYWOOD DIVERS  

• receive 10% off scuba equipment 

 

GLYNN PALMER 

Scuba Repair:   

*



[16] 
 

Photo Gallery 

Anacapa Photo by David Guth 

 

Cayman Brac:   PhotoS by Betty Pringle 

     

Beach Bar BQ at Leo Carillo; Photos by Steve Roquemore 
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Ken’s Cayman Brac pre-trip party photos by Steve Roquemore 

               

 

              

Other Whaler Events & Photos 
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LIST OF BOARD MEMBERS 
2014 OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS! 

Steve Roquemore…………….President 

Greg Arsenault……………...Treasurer 

Trish Kolbeck…………..….Secretary and 

Chairperson ….. Annual Banquet 

Steve Roquemore/Betty Pringle………...Programs 

Betty Pringle…………...Newsletter 

Ken Kollwitz…………..…Dive Coordinator 

Norm Deatherage…………...Environment 

BJ Rogers.………………..Membership 

Dahlia Luria…………………Education 

Rick Dalven………………Website 

Bruce Amberger…………….Member at Large 

Contact the board: info@whalersdiveclub.com 

 

. 

mailto:info@whalersdiveclub.com
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Sponsors 

The Peace Dive Boat 

Divers Alert Network 

Channel Islands Dive Adventures 

  Disabled Veterans Scuba Project 

 


