October 2014 Newsletter

Whalers Dive Club
(New meeting location)
BJ's Restaurant & Brewery
6424 Canoga Ave
Woodland Hills, CA 91367
(818) 340-1748
The Whalers Dive Club, Inc., a California non-profit
When: 1stWednesday of the Month 6:00-7:00 Food & Fellowship
7:00-9:00 Meeting

Website: www.whalersdiveclub.com
Address: P.O. Box: 4283, West Hills, CA 91308-4283
East side of Canoga, just south of Victory You can only enter the parking lot from Canoga northbound. Both self
parking and valet available.
Private Room, Extensive Menu, and Full Bar
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October 1st – Guest Speaker
Dr. Bill Bushing - Presents
Munching & Mating in the Macrocystis: Day Shift - This video presentation narrated
personally by Dr. Bill focuses on the principal activities of all species: feeding, avoiding
being eaten and reproduction. It is intended to give divers an idea of what can be seen
in the Casino Point Dive Park (as well as other regional waters) if one takes some time to
stop and smell the rose anemones. The presentation includes footage of the feeding
patterns of many different fish and invertebrates, male sheephead mouth fighting,
cleaning behavior, defense mechanisms and the courtship and/or mating of species
including the black sea bass, sheep crabs, surfperch. etc.
Dr. Bill first sucked air from a SCUBA tank in 1961-62. Although landlocked in the Midwest at the time, he developed a
passion for marine biology. After graduating from Harvard in 1969, he moved to Catalina Island to teach marine biology
on SCUBA at a private high school. He has remained there ever since, diving the surrounding waters and studying the
island's terrestrial life. During those years Bill worked on several projects with the Cousteaus including Project Ocean
Search Catalina, their Channel Islands episode in the "Rediscovery of the World" series for TBS and most recently on a
film featuring our kelp forests and mating squid.
Bill received his Ph.D. from UCSB. His research focused on the use of satellite remote sensing and GIS to study the
changing distribution of giant kelp around the Channel Islands. Bill's 750+ page dissertation makes a great doorstop or
cure for insomnia. His other interests include the dispersal of marine invertebrates to islands and the science of marine
reserves. He served as vice president for science, education and ecological restoration at the Catalina Conservancy until
2000.
Bill has dived four of the world's continents with plans to visit the other three soon. Over the past five years he has
concentrated on producing a series of educational underwater videos on DVD, a daily cable TV show on marine life, and
writing a weekly newspaper column all under the title "Dive Dry with Dr. Bill."

photo by David Guth
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A Message from Steve

As a reminder our general meeting will be at BJ’s Restaurant and Brewhouse on October 1st (6424 Canoga Ave.
Woodland Hills, CA 91367). We will be in the meeting room all the way in the back. While last month we had a few
issues with the individual checks, I have researched this and found out it was a last minute glitch with their computer
and how the checks were assigned. Not wanting to delay our orders further the staff made a decision to take orders by
the table while they were attempting to correct the computer system. For our October meeting our assigned servers will
be there an hour early to verify the system is operating correctly before the General Manager leaves for the day and we
do not anticipate this issue will be significant again. Please support the club by attending this meeting and showing BJ’s
that we are a club deserving and appreciating this opportunity. Also the full bar will be available during and after the
meeting for those of us who like to stay and visit with our fellow Whalers after the meeting.
Our speaker for this month is Doctor Bill Bushing from Catalina who will be entertaining us with some more great videos
and narrating. Why read about it on Scuba Board when you can have a live presentation. Look forward to seeing you
there.
Whaler elections are not too far away and it is time to start making your nominations. Any current Whaler can nominate
a candidate by simply emailing your nomination to the election committee at nominate@whalersdiveclub.com. Once
nominated the election committee is required to verify that the member is willing to accept the nomination and is a
member in good standing. To allow the committee enough time to perform their duties the last day for nominations will
be Sunday October 28, 2014 at noon. At the October general meeting the names of the qualified nominates will be
announced by the nominating committee.
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Upcoming Events
October
General Meeting – Guest Speaker: Bill Bushing @ BJ’s
October 1 2014 Wednesday - 6:00 PM at BJ’s Brewhouse
Camp-out – Oct 3, 4 & 5th at Leo Carrillo. See Ken for details
Hike - October 18th-the Grotto hike
Dive - October 19th, Santa Cruz-Yellowbanks-http://channelislandsdiveadventures.com/santa-cruz-outeryellowbanks/ SOLD OUT
Board Meeting – October 16, 2014 at 6:00 pm the Lamplighter
Bonaire October 25 – Nov 1 w/Ken

November
General Meeting – Guest Speaker – Elections of 2015 Board & Membership- Show and Tell
Nov. 5, 2014 - Wednesday – 6:00pm at BJ’s Brewhouse
Dive – Nov 8, 2014 PCH Scuba/Cannel Island Dive Adv. Charter down coast towards Neptune’s Nest to Deep Hole
Board Meeting – November 20, 2014 at 6:00 pm the Lamplighter

December
Holiday Party/General meeting – December 13, 2014 at Rocke Pointe
Board Meeting – Dec 18, 2014 at 6:00 pm the Lamplighter
Dive – Dec. 20, 2014 Peace to local wrecks
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Elections of 2015 Board
November 5th General Meeting
Nominations as of 9.21.2014
a)

Trish Kolbeck

b) Rick Dalven
c)

Greg Arsenault

d) Steve Roquemore
e) Norman Deatherage
f)

Dahlia Luria

g)

Dan Tobias

i)

Darrell Lee

j)

Brett Bovard
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THE DATE HOLIDAY PARTY
Set your sites
Cowboys and Cowgirls!!!
Rocke Pointe Corral
Date: 12-13-14
6:00 PM
Appetizers and Mixers Provided - BYOB
Catering by Wood Ranch Menu:
BBQ Ribs * BBQ Chicken
Tri Tip and Two Signature Sides
Western Wear Requested (not required)
And a Murder Mystery ta -boot.
PRIZES!!!
Trip 4 Two to Catalina via Catalina Express
Boot Camp
Spa Day
And more
Sign up now …only 7 spots left
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The Los Angeles Chapter of the Adventurers Club
Among the members of The Los Angeles Chapter of The Adventurers Club there's a joke: "An adventure is a vacation gone wrong."
Boy Howdy, is that ever true!
I was having a great time in La Paz, in Baja California, staying with my friends, Kevin and Christine in their new home there. Ex-Pats,
they've left Woodland Hills for a kinder, gentler existence in a polite society where beautiful beaches and 80 to 88 degree waters are
perfect for divers, snorkelers, and beachcombers.
Since I was there for 11 planned days, I was looking forward to a laid-back time. I didn't need to dive every day, and since there's a
lot of top-side activities - bar hopping, great restaurants, quaint shops, etc. I wasn't into Gonzo-style 3-or-more-a-day dive mode.
I did manage to get 4 good dives in, and a long snorkeling expedition with Christine at Tecolote Beach. The dives were relatively
close in, with the most memorable being the last one, at a site often called "Bird Poop Island." Anyone who has visited the sea lion
rookery at Los Islotes (where we dove a few days earlier) from La Paz knows the island I'm referring to, since you pass it along the
way, and it's rather dramatic in its appearance. I'm told that "no one" dives there. I doubt that is true because the water is clear and
warm, and underwater life is abundant with Cortez Angels, Scorpion fish, puffers, cow fish, hard corals, etc. Lots of stuff to see!
I found a white spotted eel nearly as big as a moray. Christine coaxed it nearly completely out of its lair with a bit of scallop meat. A
little later, we found, out in the open, 2 leopard-spotted snake eels digging in the sand for whatever it is that leopard-spotted snake
eels eat. I'm told they are quite rare, and for them to be foraging in the light of day is most unusual. We got separated for a while,
(Damn! That woman swims fast!) while I was exploring in the rocks, and later when we re-united on the boat, she told me that she
had found a large turtle sleeping under a ledge. I never saw it.
Worse, I left my camera on board Kevin's ponga because of my belief that a camera scares off the coolest and most photogenic
critters!
So, all was just swell until a day or so before Hurricane Idile hit. Kevin warned us that it was coming and went into emergency mode,
rescuing a friend and her son from Magote, a resort-island of houses, condos, and time-shares just across the bay in La Paz. They
would remain with us in the guest room of the main house for the duration of the storm and its aftermath. We were all watching a
movie on TV when the winds picked up and we then lost power and communications. Since clean water is pumped throughout the
house, we didn't have much of that either when the power went away.
Other than a little water intrusion, and some trees on the property shredded with leaves and debris everywhere, there was no
substantial damage to Kevin and Christine's home. We were very lucky. In La Paz many pole signs, gas station canopies and the like
were destroyed or bent in half at the base. Light shelters and flimsy roofs were gone. A lot of older trees fell over and smashed cars
under their weight. I was supposed to leave Wednesday the 17th, but that was impossible. La Paz was hit by category 3 to 4 winds,
but it was much worse south of there. As I observed Thursday from the bus to San Jose Del Cabo, many power poles and power lines
were down on the highway. It will likely take a long time to repair the damage. Buildings in Todos Santos and Cabo were hit hard,
sustaining wind damage, and worse, damage from looters and vandals. I'm told that the airline terminals were mostly destroyed by
American young people angered that they couldn't get out or go home. Nice, huh?
I eventually got on a plane bound for Tijuana with mostly fellow American refugees, as my regularly scheduled flight on Alaska
Airlines was unreachable. The Mexican army had dispatched soldiers to shepherd folks to government-supplied aircraft and free
flights to Mexico City and Guadalajara as well as my destination. On arrival in Tijuana, more soldiers led us through customs and
then to a shuttle to the border where a shuttle on the U.S. side was supposed to be awaiting. I never saw it, however, and took the
San Diego trolley to Old Town, where after about 1:00 am I found a motel, then eventually took the train back to Chatsworth and
home.
I really love La Paz, the diving, the food, and my friends there. I fully expect to go back next year, and drag along a friend or two or
three. But probably never again in hurricane season!
Al Kholos
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Diving with Dahlia
Hello Whalers,
Once again the opening night of lobster hunting is fast approaching and the Crazies will line up at the gate of the boat,
waiting to hit the water precisely at midnight. The spectacle I have witnessed too many times is unexplainable. A bunch
of crazy divers acting as juveniles incurably infected with bug fever. I am not sure what causes the behavior and I am
guilty of being part of it myself. I don't even eat lobster, but the challenge of the chase seems to be infectious. Dry suits
don't work real well with bug hunting and I have devised a few fixes such as wearing a sweat shirt over my dry suit with
holes cut around the inflate/exhaust valves.
At the end the novelty of bug hunting wore off for me, since I never enjoyed the fruits of my efforts anyway, someone
else did. *:) happy
Bug hunting isn't just what it sounds like, it's a great responsibility and liability. Fines are heavy and steep if a diver gets
caught in violations.
Raiding the bug traps carries the largest penalties, in case some are inclined to do so.
It isn't enough to strap a tank and jump, bugs are smarter than a few people I know.....*;) winking
To comply with regulations a diver needs:
1. Fishing license with ocean enhancement stamp.
2. A lobster card where he registers every lobster he catches and keeps. Card is returned to CDFG at the end of the
season. Card has to be available to present at all times along with fishing license.
3. A lobster gauge to be in the diver's possession at all times when diving for lobster.
4. Knowing how to properly measure a lobster. This is a touchy point, the line between a legal and illegal bug is very thin.
5. No other means to facilitate hunting are permitted including a spear gun.
6. All bugs are measured on the bottom, no shorties are to be brought up.
7. There is a limit of 7 bugs per diver per day.
More information is to be found here: http://www.dfg.ca.gov/marine/faq.asp
Happy hunting to Whalers who plan on doing so. For some divers the novelty never wears off.
Sorry I can't help with cooking instructions, never cooked a bug before. *:) happy*:-O surprise

Dahlia

818-224-7249
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DEER CREEK BEACH CLEAN-UP
The club adopted this beach on September 23, 1989. Our goal has been to clean up the beach 3 times a year. The Board
has selected: June 28, July 26 (and BBQ) & the official state Adopt-A-Beach Costal Clean-Up day is September 20. Come
one & all; bring family, friends, and potential club members. Trash pick-up and dive start at 9:00AM.
We have official Adoption Papers for this beach to Preserve, Protect, & Enhance the coast.
There are no facilities, but bags and a Porta-Potty will be provided. Bring food, drink, gloves, sturdy shoes, and your
beach dive gear. Any questions? Call Norm at 818-348-6444.
Directions: Deer Creek Beach is approximately 2 miles north of the LA/Ventura County line on Pacific Coast Highway
(HWY1). From the Ventura Freeway north, take Kanan Road west (left) to PCH, turn right. Deer Creek is signed (where
the highway is only two lanes).

We will be setting up at or around the stairs

A very special Thank You to Norm for providing the “powder
room”

Thank You to all who came out and picked up trash at our
three events, your help and support is greatly appreciated.
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BJ’s Membership
Membership continues to grow and we are currently at 122 members. Thank
you supporters and club members for making this growth happen!
Welcome to the following new members: Barry Moore, Abe Rolick, and Tom
Odey. Thank you to the following members for their renewal and continued
support: Pat Crane, Dexter Kelly, Laura Scott and Rod Francis.
Whaler Membership renewal notices: Kathy and Michael Prentice, Denise
Peel, The Crumbley’s, Gerhard Grotsch, Menardo Mata, Stephanie Evans, Gail
and Mike Gunderson, Paul Gunderson, Bryon Taylor, Chris Hartswick, Tina
Brawner, Rick Dalven, The Molina’s, Don Porter, Karin Shine, George Haas, and
Jonathan Blanck. There are three ways to renew your membership: on line at
www.whalersdiveclub.com, at the monthly general membership meeting, or
mail to the Whaler’s Dive Club, P.O. Box 4283, West Hills, CA 91308.
October Whaler’s Birthdays – Eva Barthel, Sheri Bovard, Al Kholos, Scott Nickel, Tome Oedy, Denise Peel, Linda Randal,
Paul Rasmussen, Jesse, Reyes, Tina Sanderson, Camilo Santana, Laura Scott, Zachary Tescher, and Skip Tucker.
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Congratulations to last month’s Opportunity Drawing Winners:
Dive Jacket

Keith Biondi

T-Shirt

Gary Guttman

Donated by Truth Aquatics

Men’s Watch

Pat Crane

Donated by PCH Scuba

Ladies Watch

Derek Dotson

2 / 1 Dive Trip

Tom Somers

Donated by CIDA

Homemade Truffles

Sheri Bovard

Donated by Darell Lee

Homemade Truffles

Garrett Budwine Donated by Darell Lee

PCH Scuba Gift Certificate

Richard Bowman Donated by PCH Scuba

*Thank you Darell Lee for the homemade Truffles.
Do you want to earn a free opportunity drawing ticket (Board members are excluded for this offer)? Of course you do. Submit a
dive related article, a Whaler event article, or pictures of a dive related or whaler event activities to our newsletter letter editor,
Whaler Betty newsletter@whalersdiveclub.com, and you will receive a free opportunity drawing ticket at our next meeting.
Thank you to the following organizations and people for donations for our August opportunity drawing: PCH Scuba, Sport Chalet,
and Channel Island Dive Adventures.
Make sure you tell your fellow divers about the Dive Club. Bring A CERTIFIED DIVER (one that has not been to the club before) to the
monthly meeting and for this you and your guest will each receive a free opportunity drawing ticket. The Club is a great place to
meet other divers, participate in annual group international travel, stay updated on current events and regulations impacting the
diving community, and to participate and socialize in dive and non-diving activities. All skill levels are welcome.

PLEASE SEE THE LIST BELOW For membership benefits. These benefits are provided by the supporters of the
Whaler’s Dive Club
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Supporters of The Whaler’s Dive Club

•

Receive 15% off Scuba Equipment (excludes camera gear)

•

Free scuba tune up dive every Sunday in their Olympic sized pool – includes gear if needed

•

Thru September, all camera gear at 20% over cost

•

Buy a tank at regular price and get either free air fills for life, or, a 15% discount

•

receive 5% off scheduled local boat charters
Active or retired military, make that 10%

•

receive a card for 10 air fills (a $45 value alone)

•

receive 10% off Sport Chalet chartered boats and classes

•

receive 10% off scuba equipment
o

non-sale merchandise only

o

excludes merchandise ending in $.96 and $.97 non-sale merchandise only

o

receive 5% off scheduled local boat charters

o

if active or retired military, make that 10%
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•

receive 10% off scuba equipment

DAHLIA LURIA: Education/Training
For more information please contact Dahlia @ 818-224-7249

GLYNN PALMER: Scuba Repair
For more information please contact Glynn @ 310-266-2955

Peace Dive Boat

Divers Alert Network

Disabled Veterans Scuba Project
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Photo Gallery
Anacapa Photo by David Guth

Cayman Brac:

PhotoS by Betty Pringle

Beach Bar BQ at Leo Carillo; Photos by Steve Roquemore
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Ken’s Cayman Brac pre-trip party photos by Steve Roquemore

Other Whaler Events & Photos
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LIST OF BOARD MEMBERS
2014 OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS!
Steve Roquemore…………….President
Greg Arsenault………..……...Treasurer
Trish Kolbeck…………………Secretary
Trish Kolbeck……………….. Annual Banquet Chairperson
Steve Roquemore.…………...Programs
Betty Pringle……………..…...Newsletter
Ken Kollwitz………………..…Dive Coordinator
Norm Deatherage……….…...Environment
BJ Rogers………………..…...Membership
Dahlia Luria……………...……Education
Rick Dalven…………..………Website
Bruce Amberger……….…….Member at Large
Contact the board: info@whalersdiveclub.com
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