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From the Communications Team 

MIKE HARTLEY JANUARY 2014 

MEETING DAY & LOCATION  

COCO’S BAKERY RESTAURANT  

22200 SHERMAN WAY  

CANOGA PARK, CA 91303  

818-710-8081  

 

The Whalers Dive Club, Inc., a California non-profit 

When:      1st Wednesday of the Month     6:30-7:30   Food & Fellowship 

7:30-9:00   Meeting  

Website:  www.whalersdiveclub.com 

Address: P.O. Box: 4283, West Hills, CA 91308-4283 

GUEST SPEAKER – MARK STRICKLAND 

January 8, 2014 

Mark’s presentation combines his award-winning photography with informed 

commentary to illustrate fascinating habits, adaptations and interrelationships 

between sea creatures and their habitat. Bungee-jumping snails, snuggly 

sharks and amorous cuttlefish are but a few of the creatures you will get to know, as Mark shares 

knowledge gained through years of patient observation and photography.  Designed to inform 

and entertain, this presentation will delight you with stunning imagery while expanding your 

knowledge, providing insights and inspiration to make each of your dives a more satisfying 

experience, whether at some exotic destination or a local beach dive.  
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WORDS FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Welcome Whalers to 2014 and what is promising to be another great 
Whaler year. Many good ideas were implemented in the last few years 
and the results are undeniable. Whalers have commented on how 
social the club has become in the last few years with many members 
staying after the meetings to visit with each other. Membership has 
grown by more than 60% in the last year and our training has been 
more than any other dive club that I know of. Attendance on our 
monthly dives has changed from a few regular members to a whole 
group of us and the dive boats are taking notice.  Our non-diving 
activities such as hikes, field trips to aquariums and tours of ships have 

also shown to be a success and we will strive to keep those opportunities coming. 

Some of my thoughts for 2014 include dedicating a table at our monthly meetings to recycle dive related 
magazines or books. Some members have already been doing this, but I think it has gone unnoticed by 
many. The idea is bring in your used dive related magazines or books and place them on the table (or 
don’t), but all members are welcome to take one or as many as they want. We will not create a position 
for this as there are already enough props for the board to bring each month and will dispose of any 
magazines left at the end of the meeting unless you want to reclaim them. 

Our January board meeting is traditionally when we as a club look forward to establishing our event 
schedule for that year and also staffing our committees.  Remember you do not need to be a board 
member to be on a committee or attend a board meeting. I would like to establish both the swap meet 
committee and banquet committee in January so their efforts can be spread out overtime as much as 
possible. Ken has put together a schedule of his planned trips for 2014, Norm has proposed dates for the 
Whaler Beach Cleanup and Dalia is working on her training schedule. The January board meeting will be 
the time and place for this discussion and the board welcomes any input from members for these 
schedules.  Looking forward to seeing every one of you in 2014 and thank you all for your past 
participation. 
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CLUB EVENTS - 2014 

January Event   February  Event  

Wed 8 Whaler's General Meeting 
  

Sat 1 
Anacapa – Peace – Contact 
CIDA 

Sat 18 Hike - Charmlee Park - Malibu 
  

Wed 5 Whaler's General Meeting 

Thu 16 
Board Meeting - Weiler's Deli - 
Canoga Park 

  
Sat 8 

Hike - Upper Las Virgenes Open 
Space Park 

Fri 24 
Boat Dive - Ditch Day Friday – 
Contact Hollywood Divers 

  
Sat 15 

Boat Dive - Santa Barbara 
Islands - Truth Contact CIDA 

Sun 26 
Boat Dive - Catalina - Truth - Contact 
CIDA   

Thu 20 
Board Meeting – Weiler’s Deli - 
Canoga Park 

March Event   April Event 

Wed 5 Whaler's General Meeting   Wed 2 Whaler's General Meeting 

Sun 9 
Boat Dive - Santa Cruz - Peace 
Contact CIDA 

  
Sat 19 Hike - Topanga State Park 

Sat 15 
Hike - Mishe Mokwa Trail - Santa 
Monica 

  
Thu 17 

Board Meeting – Weiler’s Deli - 
Canoga Park  

Thu 20 
Board Meeting – Weiler’s Deli - 
Canoga Park 

  
Sat 26 

Boat Dive - San Miguel - Peace - 
Contact CIDA 

May Event   June Event 

Wed 7 Whaler's General Meeting   Wed 4 Whaler's General Meeting 

Sun 11 Mothers' Day   7 - 8 Scuba Show - Long Beach 

Sat 17 
Hike - Wildwood Park - Thousand 
Oaks 

  
Sun 15 Father's Day 

Thu 22 
Board Meeting – Weiler’s Deli - 
Canoga Park 

  
Thu 18 

Board Meeting – Weiler’s Deli - 
Canoga Park 

24 - 31 
Warm Water - Cayman Brac Trip – 
Contact CIDA   

Sat 21 Beach Clean Up - Deer Creek 

Mon 26 Memorial Day         

DIVE HAPPENINGS BY KEN KOLLWITZ 

I just can’t believe 2013 is already past us and now it’s a whole other year ahead of us. I guess with the 
busy schedules most of us have it is no wonder that the year just zoomed by us and it will probably be the 
same again for 2014.  

Anyways it looks like we have lots of fun things ahead of us for this year and I hope you all come out and 
enjoy some of the hikes, dives, field trips, campouts & more that I have on tap for the Whalers this year. 
The board has worked hard the past year to increase the club membership (especially BJ) and it is really 
showing and with Dahlia’s training she offers it is no wonder people are staying in the club, learning more 
and having fun together. Isn’t that the way it should be! 

So far the weather has been awesome although it isn’t very good for us not to get any rain and when the 
rain does get here the diving will probably suck for a while so get out now and enjoy while the enjoying 
can be good. I’ll be looking forward to seeing everyone out in 2014!  Keep Diving, Whaler Ken 
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DIVE LOG  

 

Members Attendees:  Steve Roquemore, BJ Rogers, Mike Hartley, 
Ezri Hartley, Cris Marcos, Julie Marcos and Ken Kollwitz.   
 
Saturdays Whalers Rig/Wreck trip aboard the Truth went great even if 
the conditions weren’t stellar. Thomas and crew did their best with what 
mother nature gave us and we still ended up with 2 good dives.  It 
seems Saturday was a day when quite a few of the div boats had the 

same thing in mind but it is a big ocean and plans can be changed so it still worked out for everyone!   
 

We missed getting to the Olympic 1
st
 so we decided to head on over 

to Elly & Ellen.  It was a bit wild with the surge and (robust) current 
which made things a bit dicey but scallops, pictures & smiles still 
came back from the dive including a lost fin.  Talking with the 
captain and passengers we thought the best thing for dive 2 would 
be to go to the Olympic which turned out to be an excellent decision.  
There was a strong (robust) surface current but nice and 
manageable at depth with 15’ to 20’ visibility.    

 

DEER CREEK BEACH CLEAN-UP 

 

DEER CREEK BEACH 

CLEAN-UP 
 

The club adopted this beach on September 23, 1989. Our goal has been to 
clean up the beach 3 times a year. The Board has selected: June 21, July 
26 (and BBQ) & the official state Adopt-A-Beach Costal Clean-Up day is 
September 20. Come one & all; bring family, friends, and potential club 
members. Trash pick-up and dive start at 9:00AM. 
 
We have official Adoption Papers for this beach to Preserve, Protect, & 

Enhance the coast.  
 
There are no facilities, but bags and a Porta-Potty will be provided. Bring 
food, drink, gloves, sturdy shoes, and your beach dive gear. Any questions? 
Call Norm at 818-348-6444.  
 
Directions: Deer Creek Beach is approximately 2 miles north of the 

LA/Ventura County line on Pacific Coast Highway (HWY1). From the Ventura Freeway north, take Kanan 
Road west (left) to PCH, turn right. Deer Creek is signed (where the highway is only two lanes). 

  

 



5 

 

GUEST SPEAKER BIO 

Mark Strickland’s life-long interest in the sea has included over 10,000 dives 
and careers as lifeguard, boat captain and scuba instructor. His passion for 

underwater photography has led him to many top dive locales, including 
Thailand, where he spent 17 years as Cruise Director on a series of live-

aboards. An avid marine naturalist, Mark has discovered several nudibranch 
species. He is co-author and principle photographer for Lonely Planet’s 

award-winning book, “Diving and Snorkeling Thailand”, and his work appears 
in many publications and displays around the world; editorial credits include 

BBC Wildlife, Conde Nast Traveler, Geo, National Geographic World, Nature's 
Best, Natural History, Outside and most major dive magazines. His images 

have also been displayed at the Smithsonian Institute and the United 
Nations Visitor Center, among other venues. Mark enjoys sharing his 

knowledge, and leads several dive trips each year to his favorite 
destinations, specializing in the tropical Indo-Pacific. Current projects include 

a collaboration with photographer Chris Huss on a traveling photo exhibit 
titled “State of the Sharks”, designed to raise awareness about the need for 

conservation of sharks and rays. Mark also works as DSLR and Travel 

Specialist at Bluewater Photo in Culver City. For a sampling of Mark’s work, 
visit www.markstrickland.com 

    

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE BY B.J. ROGERS 

The December monthly meeting was well attended with 34 members and guests.  Currently we have 83 
active members on our roster.    A big thank you to our guest speaker, Glen Fritzer, of the Truth Aquatics 
Inc. dive boat fleet for speaking at our meeting.  If you have not had the opportunity to dive on one of their 
boats, now is the time.  The Truth will be docked in Long Beach, behind Aquarium of the Pacific, until at 
least the end of March.  I have had the pleasure to dive on this boat now several times recently and have 
been extremely pleased with the operations, diving, crew, bunks, and food.    The diving has been 
specular this year so get out there and dive.  I am looking forward to seeing you in the water and at our 
next general meeting on January 8

th
 at Coco’s Restaurant.    

Please welcome the following new members to the club:   Jonathan Blanck.    

Whaler Memberships that are expired or coming due:  Karen Handy, Eva Barthel, Keith Biondi, Norm 
and Marilyn Deatherage, David Katz, and Trish Kolbeck.  There are three ways to renew your 
membership:    on line at www.whalersdiveclub.com, at the monthly general membership meeting, or mail 
to the Whaler’s Dive Club. 

 

January Whalers Birthdays – Trish Kolbeck, Cris Marcos, Kris Davis, Travis Cheek, John-Michael Lee, 
Gerhard Grotsch, Karin Shine and George Haas.   

 

https://www.sharksavers.org/en/blogs-news/community-voice/g2-gallery-presents-state-of-the-sharks/
http://www.bluewaterphotostore.com/
http://tinyurl.com/yk57tml
http://www.whalersdiveclub.com/
http://markstrickland.photoshelter.com/gallery-image/Schooling-Fish/G0000opErAd4RNYA/I0000QGnlwQiRPWE
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Congratulations to the following Opportunity Drawing Winners: 

Hollywood Divers $100 Gift Card  Dan Tobias 
Black and White Whale Necklace  B.J. Rogers 
Tool Box      Cheryl Amberger 
Truth Sweat Shirt    Rich Bowman 
Whaler’s Beach Towel    George Haas 
Truth Dive Boat Day Pass   Bruce Amberger 
 

Thank you to the following for donations for December’s opportunity drawing:  Hollywood Divers, 

Mike Hartley, Rick and Denise Dalven, and Glen Fritzer of Truth Aquatics. 

 
Make sure you tell your fellow divers about the Dive Club. Bring A CERTIFIED DIVER (one that has not 
been to the club before) to the monthly meeting and for this you and your guest will each receive a free 
opportunity drawing ticket.  The Club is a great place to meet other divers, participate in annual group 
international travel, stay updated on current events and regulations impacting the diving community, and 
to participate and socialize in dive and non-diving activities.  All skill levels are welcome.   

Membership rates: Initial—$30; Renewal—$25; Family (New) - Initial $40; Renewal $35. A Family Mem-
bership is for members living in the same house-hold/address where a certified diver member lives. Be 
sure to join us for great programs, super diving, good food, and wonderful friends! We encourage you to 
attend the General Meetings and as many Dives, Events, and Trips as possible. 

HIKING 

Where - Charmlee Wilderness Park 

When - January 18
th
  

Location: 2577 Encinal Canyon Road, Malibu, CA  90265 

Time - Anyone wishing to go on the hike please be ready in the parking lot at 9:30 a.m. Make sure to 

bring water & sun protection. 

Park Hours: 8:00 a.m. to sunset,7 days a week(there is a $4.00 per car parking fee) 

Nature Center Hours: Saturdays and Sundays, 8am to 5pm or dark 

whichever comes first. 

Charmlee Wilderness Park is located over 532 acres within the best of 

the Santa Monica Mountains Coastal Slope Environment. The park 

includes picnic areas and over 8 miles of hiking trails, native plant 

displays, and a nature center.  

Charmlee Park is a great place for a short easy hike and the best part about it is that dogs are allowed 

with leashes, just make sure you bring your own doggie doo bags. There are also nice clean bathrooms 

and a nice picnic area or you can always stop at Neptune’s Net on the way home. The park is about a 30 

minute drive down the coast from Oxnard.  

The hiking is not very hard and the trails are well maintained. It is not all flat with some gradual ups and 

downs so you get a nice workout without really working too hard. The vistas and views are incredible and 

probably are some of the best of any trail along the coast and the easiest to get to. A 2 hour hike is 

usually good with you going about 2 1/2 miles. 
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DIVE BUDDY CHECK   

Most divers check their scuba gear as they are 

assembling it. Why is it necessary to check the 

equipment again before entering the water? 

The Buddy Pre-Dive Safety check is an 

important safety check that should be 

performed by every diver no matter what level 

of diving proficiency. This check is performed by 

a Scuba Diver with his/her buddy before 

descending on a dive as a final inspection of the dive equipment before diving.  The Pre-

Dive safety check ensures that your equipment is working, and also familiarizes yourself 

with your buddies equipment should you need to assist or receive assistance from him. Most 

Scuba diving accidents and incidents are said to be preventable by the diver simply having 

properly conducted a pre-dive safety check. Despite the warnings, most divers seldom 

perform this crucial scuba gear check before a dive, and rush to descend. Especially with 

your scuba equipment being set-up by someone else, a diver should always inspect his own 

gear and perform a buddy check before descent. 

Between the time that a diver sets up his scuba equipment and the time that he rolls off the 

boat, a number of changes may be made to his gear. “Helpful” crew may close the tank 

valve so that air is not lost during travel to the dive site. A bumpy boat ride may shift gear 

around and damage or disorganize it. Even donning the scuba gear may cause some of the 

hoses to become entangled. The pre-dive safety check is a last-minute review to make sure 

that all of the gear is still functioning properly and arranged to the diver’s satisfaction. 

A diver may be one-hundred percent certain that his gear is perfectly assembled, but does 

he have the same level of confidence in his buddy’s gear? Consider that if a diver’s buddy 

has an equipment-related problem underwater, it is the diver who has to help him. This can 

delay or even ruin a dive. Using the pre-dive safety check in buddy teams familiarizes the 

divers with each other’s gear, helping them to assist each other efficiently in the unlikely 

event of an emergency. A good dive buddy may also catch small mistakes in equipment 

assembly that his partner has overlooked. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scuba_diving
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scuba_set
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buddy_check
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buddy_diving
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BWRAF” acronym is highly popular 

with divers, and is an easy way to 

remember pre-dive check. BWRAF 

(Begin With Review And Friend; 

Beans With Rice And Fish; Because 

We Really Are Friend) stands for: 

B – BCD & Buoyancy: Check your 

buddies Buoyancy Compensator, check 

the low pressure inflator hose is connected correctly and do a quick puff to ensure the 

inflator button doesn’t stick. Also deflate the BCD to ensure it deflates correctly. 

W – Weights/Weight Belt: Check that your buddies weight belt is on properly with the 

loose end tied correctly and tucked in a manner that will allow for quick release. 

R – Releases: Check that your buddies BCD is strapped correctly and all belts are 

tightened. 

A – Air: Check that your buddy’s air is turned all the way on and half a turn back. Make him 

take a couple of breaths while you watch the pressure gauge for fluctuations in the needle, 

or simply purge the regulator while watching the needle. Check that the tank is full and 

check all air connectors for leaks. 

F – Final OK: Final check is a cursory visual inspection, of fins, mask, snorkel and testing 

dive flashlights if necessary, take a compass bearing, and check your dive computer before 

giving the all Ok sign to your buddy to begin descent. **Article Source - PADI 

LIST OF BOARD MEMBERS 

2014 OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS! 

Steve Roquemore…………….President 

Greg Arsenault……………...Treasurer 

Trish Kolbeck…………..….Secretary 

Steve Roquemore/Betty Pringle………...Programs      Mike Hartley…………...Newsletter 
 Ken Kollwitz…………..…Dive Coordinator   Norm Deatherage…………...Environment 

BJ Rogers.………………..Membership   Dahlia Luria…………………Education 

Rick Dalven………………Website               Bruce Amberger…………….Member at Large 

Contact the board: info@whalersdiveclub.com 

mailto:info@whalersdiveclub.com
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SPONSORS 

 

 

   

   

   

Whalers - 

We all receive enough junk mail. As a non-profit organization, we adhere to certain privacy rules, including protecting 
the email addresses of our membership. The use of the Whaler’s mailing list is to distribute club related information 
to the membership. If you would like to send a general announcement to the full membership, please send it to any of 
the board members (http://www.whalersdiveclub.com/contact/contact.htm) and we will be happy to redistribute it if 
it’s appropriate to club business. We make every attempt to “hide” the email addresses of our membership when 
sending mass mailings. Also, please do not share email addresses from our published Buddy List with any non-
member. Although your political, religious, and social viewpoints are important, and jokes and YouTube videos can be 
funny, these certainly do not fall into the category of club business. 

Thank You 

Whaler’s Board 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.venturaboatrentals.com/images/Peaceboat.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.venturaboatrentals.com/diveboatlinks.htm&docid=BAs34SKs_ArsTM&tbnid=Nrf-4VAV6cpwiM&w=345&h=285&ei=_fPGUtKRN8XnoATZ2YH4Cg&ved=0CAkQxiAwBw&iact=c
http://www.kelpscape.com/.a/6a00d83452b7ed69e201156f8c27fe970c-popup
http://www.bluewaterphotostore.com/
http://www.hollywooddivers.com/
http://channelislandsdiveadventures.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Channel-Islands-Dive-600dpi-Copy.jpg

