
WHALERS DIVE CLUB  
50TH ANNIVERSARY  

MEETING DAY & LOCATION  
COCO’S BAKERY RESTAURANT 

22200 SHERMAN WAY 
 CANOGA PARK, CA 91303 

818-710-8081 
 

2014 BOARD ELECTIONS! 
 

THE WHALERS DIVE CLUB, INC.,  
A CALIFORNIA NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

WHEN: 1ST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH  
6:30-7:30 SOCIAL HOUR 

7:30—9:00 GENERAL MEETING & ENTERTAINMENT 
WEBSITE: WWW.WHALERSDIVECLUB.COM 

 
NOVEMBER GUEST SPEAKERS… 

WHALERS NORM DEATHERAGE & KEN KOLLWITZ 
CLUB TRIP TO HONDURAS  

 

SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST: 

• 2013 Board of Directors & Officers (p1) 

• President’s Message (p2) 

• November 2013 Calendar (p3) 

• BJ’s Membership Blurb (p4) 

• Whaler Distinguished Speaker Series (p5) 

• Monthly Hike (p6) 

• “When you lose or misplace your dive gear 
(p7) 

• Whalers Proudly Support/Whalers New 
Web Site(p8) 

• Membership Information (p9) 

  
2014 Board Nominees! 

Bruce Amberger 

Greg Arsenault 

Rick Dalven 

Norm Deatherage 

Mike Hartley 

Chris Hartswick 

Trish Kolbeck 

Ken Kollwitz 

Dahlia Luria 

Betty Pringle 

BJ Rogers 

Steve Roquemore 

2013 OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS! 

   Bruce Amberger…………….President 

   Greg Arsenault……………...Treasurer 

   Trish Kolbeck…………..….Secretary 

Steve Roquemore………...Programs  Cheryl Amberger…………...Newsletter 

Ken Kollwitz…………..…Dive Coordinator Norm Deatherage…………...Environment 

BJ Rogers.………………..Membership Dahlia Luria…………………Education  

Rick Dalven………………Website  Adam Crown……………….Special Events 

Contact the board: info@whalersdiveclub.com 
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Hello Whalers, 
 
VOTE! VOTE! VOTE! 
 
Our November General Meeting is this Wednesday, November 6th. It is also our annual election 
of Board members. All members in attendance and in good standing will have the opportunity to 
vote. Each member will be able to vote for eleven (11) of the twelve (12) nominees. If any ballot 
being tabulated has more than eleven (11) nominees indicated, or if the nominees indicated are 
unclear, that ballot will be rejected. All ballots will be tabulated and the new Board will be an-
nounced at the meeting. The full list of nominees is on the front page of this newsletter.  
 
So, be at the meeting this Wednesday, make your voice heard, and cast your ballot for the fu-
ture of the Whalers Dive Club. VOTE! 
 
I want to further acknowledge the fantastic job that the Banquet Committee did this year. The 
50th Anniversary Banquet this past Saturday evening was great. It was a complete sell-out with 
60 members and guests attending. There was plenty of good food, great prizes, and everyone 
had a great time. Not only where there many new members, but many members we have not 
seen in a long time joined in the celebration. It was wonderful to see all of them! Thank you to 
the Banquet Committee and all those that helped out! 
 
It’s Thanksgiving later this month. I hope all of you have a wonderful Thanksgiving, cheer for 
your favorite football team, try not to eat too much, and most importantly, enjoy the time with 
your family and friends. Happy Thanksgiving everyone! 
 
As always, check out the newsletter, the web site, and come to the meeting for all of the latest 
goings on. 
 
Bruce 
Proud New Papa (Grandfather) to... 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss Charlotte Grey Amberger! 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    
 

 
 

1 
 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 6 
General  
Meeting 

 
 

7 8 9 
 

10 
 

11 12 13 14 
 

15 16 
 

17 
Dive  
The Peace:  
Along the coast 
towards Malibu 

18 
 

19 20 21 
Board  
Meeting 
Weilers Deli in 
Canoga Park 

22 
 

23 
Hike  
(See page 6)  
 

24 
 

25 26 27 28 29 30 
 

To reserve your spot on boat dives, call Ken at 805-469-7288.  For more detailed information, visit the 
CIDA website at http://channelislandsdivedventures.com 

Whaler Boat Dives for November & December  

November 17th: Peace to the Coastal Offshore Reefs 

December  21st: Truth Aquatics to the Oil Rigs & Wrecks 
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Currently we have 83 active members on our roster, up again from the month prior.  Please check the 
list below for memberships that are expired or coming due. Our next meeting is November 6th at 
Costco’s Restaurant. Thank you members for your continued support in helping the membership grow.  

 

Please welcome the following new members to the club:  Menardo Mata, Stephanie Evans, 
Paul Gunderson, Michael Gunderson, Karin Shine, and Byron Taylor, and a thank you to the 
following members for their renewal and continued support: Donna and Mike Crumley, Dexter 
Kelly, Elizabeth Rinnander, Al Kholos, Tina Brawner, Rick Dalven, Chris and Jack 
Molina, and Don Porter. 

 

The following Whaler Memberships are expired or coming due: Jesse Reyes, Karen Handy, and 
Gerhard Grotsch. There are three easy ways to renew your membership: online at 
www.whalersdiveclub.com, at the monthly general membership meetings, or mail your 
renewal dues to the Whaler’s Dive Club, P.O. Box 4283, West Hills, CA 91308 

 

November Whaler Birthdays—Barry Shockley, Michael Crumley, and Chris Hartswick 
 

Make sure you tell your fellow divers about the Dive Club, and remember, bring A CERTIFIED DIVER 
(one that has not been to the club before) to the monthly meeting and for this you and your guest will 
each receive a free opportunity drawing ticket. The club is a great place to meet other divers, partici-
pate in annual group international travel, stay updated on current events and regulations impacting the 
diving community and to participate and socialize in dive and non-diving activities. All skill levels are 
welcome. 
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January……………………Sheri Bauer from Scubagearreports.com 

February…………………..Jonathan Hanks on LA Wrecks 

March……………………… Grant Graves on free diving 

April………………………..JT Sprouse on Ventura Search & Rescue 

May………………………...Dr. Geoff  Thielst Director of the Marine  

      Diving Technologies at Santa Barbara City College 

June……………………….Shelly Bern on India 

July………………………...Bill and Nannette Van Antwerp   from LAUPS 

August…………………….Chris Wade Dive Safety Officer for the CA Science 
         Center 

September……………….Dr. Jo Wilmeth (SPECIAL LOCATION) Critical Care 
        for Diving Injuries 

October…………………...Capt’ Chris Goldblatt Fish Reef Project 

November………………...Whalers Ken & Norm Club trip to Honduras 

December………………...Glen Fritzter Truth Aquatics Stolen Boat Disaster 

Thank you Dr. Jo Wilmeth for  

the wonderful  

presentation  

on  

Critical Care for Diving Injuries 

Please note that due to unforeseen scheduling conflicts, the dates and/or speakers for our Distinguished 
Speaker Series can change. Please check the monthly newsletters, website, and emails. 
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Where: Solstice Canyon Hike 

Date: Saturday, November 23, 2013 

Time: Meet in parking lot at 9:30AM 

Directions to trailhead: From Pacific Coast Hwy, turn inland on Corral Canyon Rd. Drive 
0.25 miles to park entrance on the left. Solstice Canyon is in Malibu—GPS Coordinates: 
N34.0350 W-118.7445 

The Hike: It is an easy 3 miles with very little elevation gain and plenty of cool things to see along the way. The highlight is 
the Roberts Ranch House. From the parking lot we will take the Solstice Canyon trail to the Roberts Ranch House and for our 
return, we will hike along the Rising Sun Trail passed the TRW buildings and back down to the parking lot. If you want to 
join us for some ice cream or frozen yogurt afterwards, Tessie and Ken know of a great place to stop in 
Malibu. 

About the area-Located in Malibu, this site has one of the only year-round waterfalls in the moun-
tains. Full of history dating back to the early 20th century, visitors can take an easy hike for a cou-
ple of miles, or a strenuous hike over si miles. Proximity to the beach makes this an extremely 
popular destination on the weekends. With limited parking, carpooling is strongly encouraged. 

The solitude, serenity, and abundant natural resources have attracted people to Solstice Canyon for 
centuries. The Chumash historically used the land for food, water, and shelter. 

Ranchers grazed cattle in the area for many years. Around 1865, Matthew Keller bought a stone cottage which is still visible 
from Solstice Canyon Trail. The cottage is believed to be the oldest existing building in Malibu. The stone house survived many 
wildfires but was finally destroyed in the 2007 Corral Fire. The stone walls are still visible 
across the stream as you walk down Solstice Canyon Trail. 

Another home was built on the property in 1952. Renowned African-American architect Paul 
Williams designed the house for property owners Fred and Florence Roberts. The house was 
later in an issue of Architectural Digest for its stunning blend of natural features within the de-
sign, including waterfalls, creeks, and trees. Today, you can see a small part of the past in the 
horseshoes and colorful pieces of glass glittering in the walkways at Tropical Terrace, near the 
building’s foundation. 

Solstice Canyon was an important site of early pioneering space research. Technology Laboratories Inc., a subsidiary of Thomp-
son-Ramo-Wooldright (TRW), rented 10 acres from the Roberts family from 1961-1973. The site was used to test satellite 
equipment for space missions, including the Pioneer 12. 

Solstice Canyon was one of only three places in the world chosen to conduct such tests, due to the lack of man-made or natural 
disturbances. At the TRW overlook, you can see the foundations of the TRW building, all that remain after the Corral Fire. 

Today, Solstice Canyon still serves as a haven from city life. The Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy first opened Solstice 
Canyon as a public park in 1988. It is now managed by the National Park Service 

 

Picture Source: www.nps.org 
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As submitted by Ken Kollwitz 

Do You Want it Back? I know this probably seems like a very silly question, like who doesn’t want their gear back when  
they lose it or misplace it. I know I would and I am sure everyone would want the same, but still, the question persists. 

I’ll tell you a few quick stories and the last one will really kick you in the butt with the reason why I ask this. 

Story 1) To make a long story short, I had a dive tracker that my dive buddy ended up with and it dropped over board and he was not able 
to retrieve it and I was not aware of any of this. Then one day I get a call from a commercial diver who said he found it and guess what? It 
had been in the ocean for about 12 months and it still worked. How did the commercial diver know who to contact? 
Easy, because I had my name and telephone number engraved on the dive tracker. 

Story 2) My buddy and I were on a 2-day dive trip and he found a very nice Scubapro spear gun. Upon checking it was 
not from anyone on the trip we were on and there was nothing marking it as to w ho it belonged to, so guess what? I 

have had a very nice Scubapro spear gun for the last 15 years. 

Story 3) I lost a nice mesh bag while on a club beach dive. Three months later, our club was at the same beach and I heard 
one of the club members say they found a mesh bag. I asked if it had a certain marking on it and it did because it was my 
bag. 

Story 4) This is the kick yourself in the butt story. Now that I run dive trips for my business-Channel Islands Dive Adventures, I usually 
take home any personal items that are left on the boat. On a trip I had to West Santa Cruz on Sept. 6th, there was a BC (nice one) left be-
hind so I brought it home and rinsed it and proceeded to look for some identifying mark or name of which I found nothing. This BC also 
had a small knife and wrench in one of the pockets. I emailed everyone I could think of and mentioned it to the boat owner just in case they 
got a call and guess what? It is now going on 2 months and no one seems to have noticed their BC missing. 

So now I ask the original question again. When you lose or misplace your dive gear, do you want it back? If you do, then what do the 4 
stories have in common, which is not really all that common. They are marked with a name, telephone number and/or special marking 
like a branding iron. The commercial diver told me he finds stuff all the time but how is he going to find the owner when there is just a 
name (usually only the first name) on it. So now you know the secret. 

You more than likely heard already that you will lose dive gear and if you haven't’ yet your turn is coming up and I can tell 
you from experience that it will happen. I recently lost two knives and probably won’t get them back but they do have my 
name and number on them just in case. I also just recently had a 2-day trip and 2 wetsuits had been left behind. Had they 
had a name and number marked inside, I would have called the owners immediately helping them to avoid a trip back to 
the boat or some extra shipping charges if they get so lucky. 

What is the best way to mark stuff permanently? For me, I engrave everything I can and then wipe it with a yellow paint 
marker. If I can’t do that, then it gets done with a yellow or black marker or even labels with the info on it. Using a label 
marker is handy for camera gear. I even have engraved the hard plastic skirt around my mask, knife holders, regulators and BC back plate 
plus everything else I own. It doesn’t have to be large, just noticeable enough to someone looking for the owner and wanting to do the 
right thing! 
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  ●Member information and profiles kept online and instantly updatable 

  ●Automated email notification and reminders of special events 

  ●Fully integrated with PayPal for on-line payments, and payment tracking 

  ●Private “member only” areas with content not available to the public 

 



Membership rates: Initial—$30; Renewal—$25; Fam-
ily (New) -  Initial $40; Renewal $35. A Family Mem-
bership is for members living in the same house-
hold/address where a certified diver member lives. 
Be sure to join us for great programs, super diving, 
good food, and wonderful friends! We encourage 
you to attend the General Meetings and as many 
Dives, Events, and Trips as possible. 

 

You can now renew your membership online.  

Just go to www.whalersdiveclub.com and scroll 
down to the membership link. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
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Whalers - 

We all receive enough junk mail. As a non-profit organization, we adhere to certain privacy rules, 
including protecting the email addresses of our membership. The use of the Whaler’s mailing list is 
to distribute club related information to the membership. If you would like to send a general an-
nouncement to the full membership, please send it to any of the board members (http://
www.whalersdiveclub.com/contact/contact.htm) and we will be happy to redistribute it if it’s ap-
propriate to club business. We make every attempt to “hide” the email addresses of our membership 
when sending mass mailings. Also, please do not share email addresses from our published Buddy 
List with any non-member. Although your political, religious, and social viewpoints are important, 
and jokes and YouTube videos can be funny, these certainly do not fall into the category of club busi-
ness. 

Thank You, 

Whaler’s Board  

www.whalersdiveclub.com 


