
WHALERS DIVE CLUB  
50TH ANNIVERSARY  

MEETING DAY & LOCATION  
COCO ’S BAKERY RESTAURANT 

22200 SHERMAN WAY 
 CANOGA PARK, CA 91303 

    818-710-8081 
 

THE WHALERS DIVE CLUB, INC.,  
A CALIFORNIA NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

WHEN: 1ST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH  
6:30-7:30 SOCIAL HOUR 

7:30—9:00 GENERAL MEETING & ENTERTAINMENT 
WEBSITE: WWW.WHALERSDIVECLUB.COM 

ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 4283, WEST HILLS, CA  
91308-4283 

 
JUNE GUEST SPEAKER… 

SHELLY BERN 
INDIA! 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST: 

• 2013 Board of Directors & Officers (p1) 

• President’s Message (p2) 

• June 2013 Calendar (p3) 

• BJ’s Membership Blurb (p4) 

• Whaler Distinguished Speaker Series (p5) 

• Beach Clean-Up & Shore Diving (p6) 

• Camping Trip 2013 (p7) 

• Monthly Hike (p8) 

• Storytelling with Ken Kollwitz (p9) 

• SCUBA Fair Winners (p10) 

• SCUBA Show (p11) 

• Whalers Proudly Support/Whalers New 
Web Site(p12) 

• Membership Information (p13) 

Save the Date! 
The Whaler’s  

50th Anniversary Banquet 

Saturday, Nov 2, 2013 
 

2013 OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS! 

   Bruce Amberger…………….President 

   Greg Arsenault……………...Treasurer 

   Trish Kolebeck…………..….Secretary 

Steve Roquemore………...Programs  Cheryl Amberger…………...Newsletter 

Ken Kollwitz…………..…Dive Coordinator Norm Deatherage…………...Environment 

BJ Rogers.………………..Membership Dahlia Luria…………………Education  

Rick Dalven………………Website  Adam Crown……………….Special Events 

Contact the board: info@whalersdiveclub.com 
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June 2013 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

www.whalersdiveclub.com 

Hello Whalers, 
 
Holly Cow! It’s June! It’s been a month since the SCUBA Fair, we have more than 
two dozen Whalers off in Roatan, the annual Scuba Show is this weekend, summer 
is officially here in a couple of weeks, and we have a beach dive later this month. 
In other words, lots going on. 
 
The SCUBA Fair was a great success. We had loads of people come by and spend 
some time with us. We made a few bucks from the raffle and we had a number of 
people become new Whalers (more on that from BJ). Many thanks to Rum Reggae, 
Aqualung, CIDA, Aloha Dive, Peace Dive Boat. Fourth Element, and mamy others 
for their contributions and support to help make this year’s SCUBA Fair such a 
great success. Next year, bigger and better!  
 
This weekend is the annual Scuba Show in Long Beach. Even though there are a 
bunch of Whalers soaking up the sun in Roatan, there are still plenty left in town 
to attend this year’s show. Be sure to come to the meeting, find out who else is 
going and when, and let’s try to make a big Whaler’s showing. 
 
Later this month is our first organized beach dive in a long time. Thank you Mike 
Hartley! Be sure to come to the meeting, or check out further in this newsletter 
for more details. 
 
As always, check out the newsletter, the new web site, and come to the meeting 
for all of the latest goings on. See you Wednesday. 
 
Bruce 
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JUNE 2013 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 
 

  
 

1 
Dive on the 
Peace to San 
Miguel 

2 
 

3 4 5 
General 
Meeting 
Guest Speaker: 
Shelly Bern 
 

6 7 8 
 

9 10 11 12 13 
 

14 15 
Hike at  
Topanga 
State Park 

16 
 

17 
 

18 19 20 
Board  
Meeting 
Weilers Deli in 
Canoga Park 

21 22 
 

23 
 
 

24 25 26 27 28 29 
Beach 
Dive 
Leo 
Carrillo 

To reserve your spot on boat dives, call Ken at 805-469-7288.  For more detailed information, visit the 
CIDA website at http://channelislandsdivedventures.com 

Whaler Boat Dives for July  

July 19th & 20th: Peace to Begg Rock, San Nick & SBI 
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Wow-two more new members which brings the current membership roster to 65-up two 
new members from the month prior. Great job Whaler members in recruiting new mem-
bers to the club-keep up the good work. As our club continues to grow, please take an 
active part in our events. I look forward to seeing you at the next general member-
ship meeting on Wednesday, June 5th. Remember, bring A CERTIFIED DIVER 
(one that has not been to the club before) to the monthly meeting and for this  you and 
your guest will each receive a free opportunity drawing ticket. 
 
Please welcome the following new members to the club:  Leon Cowan and Kul-
want Dosanjh and a thank you to the following members for their renewal and contin-
ued support: Shelly and Elaine Bern, Jim and Judy Whitney, Greg Arensault, 
Patty Chan, and Mark and Gail Glasser.. 
 
June Whaler Birthdays—Greg Arsenault, Richard Bowman, Karen Handy, 
Michael Herrera, and Judie Whitney. 
 
Congratulations to the following Opportunity Drawing Winners: 
Dive Army Hat-Norman D 
Neoprene Beanie with Whaler Logo/Shark Key Chain-Shelly Bern 
Akona Dry Bag-Dahlia Luria 
Rattle Pointer/Sport Chalet Mat-Michael Kenny 
Whaler T-Shirt-Steve Roquemore 
Hand Towels (Donated by Betty Pringle-thank you!)-Laura Scott 
 
The club is a great place to meet other divers, participate in annual group international 
travel, stay updated on current events and regulations impacting the diving community 
and to participate and socialize in dive and non-diving activities. All skill levels are wel-
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January……………………Sheri Bauer from Scubagearreports.com 

February…………………..Jonathan Hanks on LA Wrecks 

March……………………… Grant Graves on free diving 

April………………………..JT Sprouse on Ventura Search & Rescue 

May………………………...Dr. Geoff  Thielst Director of the Marine  

      Diving Technologies at Santa Barbara City College 

June……………………….Shelly Bern on India 

July………………………...LA Underwater Photo Society 

August…………………….Chris Wade Dive Safety Officer for the CA  

         Science Center 
Thank you Dr. Geoff  Thielst for  

the wonderful  

presentation  

on  

Marine Diving Technologies at Santa Barbara City College 

 
Please note that due to unforeseen scheduling conflicts, the dates and/or speakers for our Dis-
tinguished Speaker Series can change. Please check the monthly newsletters, website, and 
emails. 
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DEER CREEK: BEACH CLEAN-UP 

The club 
adopted this beach on 
September 23, 1989. 
Our goal has been to 
clean up the beach 3 
times a year. The Board 
has selected: May 25, 
July 27, & the official 
state Adopt-A-Beach 
Costal Clean-Up day is 
September 21. Come 
one & all; bring family, 
friends, and 
potential club 
members. 
Trash pick-up 
and dive start 
at 9:00AM. 

We have official Adop-
tion Papers for this 
beach to 

Preserve, Protect,  

& Enhance the coast. 

There are no facilities, 
but bags and a Porta-
Potty will be provided. 
Bring food, drink, 
gloves, sturdy shoes, 
and your beach dive 
gear. Any 
questions? 
Call Norm 
at 818-348
-6444. 

Directions: Deer 
Creek Beach is approxi-
mately 2 miles north of 
the LA/Ventura County 
line on Pacific Coast 
Highway (HWY1). From 
the Ventura Freeway 
north, take Kanan Road 
west  (left) to PCH, turn 
right. Deer Creek is 
signed (where the 
highway is only two 
lanes). 

Picture Source: 

www.shorediving.com 

The Whaler’s first planned shore dive is scheduled for  
Saturday June 29th at Leo Carrillo.  

More information to follow….come to the general Meetings, 
check out our new website at www.whalersdiveclub.com, and 

watch out for special emails from the Whalers Dive Club! 
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When: July 25-28, 2013  (Thursday-Sunday) 

Where: Jade Cove/Plaskett Creek 

 

This is a trip that Ken has been doing for quite a while. The last time 
he organized this trip, there were approximately 40 people spread 
out over 8-10 campsites. Some went diving and most searched the 
beach for jade or just hung out and had fun. Some have stayed in the 
Cambria area and drove up to meet the group and stay Saturday 
evening for the BIG potluck. Whalers, you can make a reservation 
now at the Plaskett Creek campground and the nice thing is it does 
not fill up as fast as a state park.  

 

For further information, visit the CIDA website at: 

http://channelislandsdiveadventures.com/cida-2011-boat-trip-
schedule/mini-vacations-events 
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Where: Topanga State Park 
Date: Saturday, June 15, 2013 
Time: Meet at the trailhead at 10:00AM 
Directions to trailhead: We will start from Trippet Ranch in Topanga 
State Park. From the Ventura Freeway (101), exit at Topanga Canyon Boulevard, drive south 
over the crest of the mountains and proceed three miles to Entrada Road and turn left. 
The Hike: Located in the cliffs and canyons of the Santa Monica Mountains, Topanga State Park 

features 36 miles of trails though open grassland, live oaks, and spectacu-
lar views of the Pacific Ocean. The park is located entirely within the Los 
Angeles city limits and is considered the world’s largest wild land within 
the boundaries of a major city. Numerous geological formations can be 
found in the park, including earthquake faults, marine fossils, volcanic in-
trusions, and a wide variety of sedimentary formations. 

There are many trails connecting together so we can do some sort of a loop trail and none of it 
looks too difficult or strenuous. I do plan to hike about 4.5-6 miles and figure 
at least 3 hours time will be needed, so please come prepared with water/
food and the time for the hike and be ready to have fun. Hats, sunscreen, and 
good walking shoes/boots are always recommended. 
 
Come join the club on a fun hike and bring the family. Hikes are a great way to get to know 
other club members much better and maybe a chance to meet some new dive buddies. 

 
Future Hikes… 

July-TBA 
August-TBA 
 



PAGE 9 WHALERS DIVE CLUB 

www.whalersdiveclub.com 

Have you been one of the lucky ones to make it to San Miguel, San Nick or San Clemente the first time out? If you have, count 
yourself lucky. It was 5 trips before I made it to San Miguel-the island I thought was just a magical myth in some far away dis-
tant land. San Nick and San Clemente can also be hard to get to and dive at times because there is also the military to contend 
with on each and not only the weather. 

Part of the reason it can be so hard to not only get to these islands (along with some other places) and then be able to dive them 
is “The Tale of the 3 Sans.” 

“The Tale of the 3 Sans” 

Many, many, many years ago there was a king who was the ruler of  “The Land of the Sea”. The king had a great empire that 
stretched over many horizons and the king had many wives’ and each wife was an overseer of 
a certain territory. Each wife also had many children and when the children became of age 
and married, each were given an island to live on. 

Now, there wasn’t anything fair about this, the children thought, because some received big 
islands (the favored ones) and some received little islands not big enough for their families to 
even live on. Also, the girls seemed to get the best islands and the boys, well, they received 
the farthest more remote islands to start their own empires. 

Anyway, one of the wives name was Santa Maria and she ruled the area we call the “Channel Islands”. Santa Maria had five 
daughters and they were Cruz, Rosa, Catalina, Barbara, and the odd little one Anacapa and the 
three boys were Miguel, Nicholas, and Clemente. Neither of the boys liked the fact that they 
would get the islands farthest away from everyone because it almost seemed like they were be-
ing exiled and because of this they became angry. 

When the daughters all got their island, they took their mothers first name “Santa”, except for 
the little odd one named Anacapa and the boys had to take “San”, short for Santa. 

As time went by, the children’s islands became uninhabited and their spirit lives on especially 
the upset boys who still keep visitors away, except on days when they wake up feeling kind and lonely. On these few and far 
between days, they let visitors come to visit them and enjoy their magical island. These are the days we all hope for and when 
they let you into their world on one of these special occasions, you will have memories to last a life time. 

Now that you have heard “The Tale of the 3 Sans” you’ll know why you can count yourself lucky to actually get to dive the is-
lands of San Miguel, San Nick, and San Clemente, and a few other places just as remote as they. Many planned trips to these 
remote islands can end up at other places and diving involves many variables, so just have a sense of adventure and be ready to 
have fun no matter what. As California divers, we should count ourselves very lucky to have the islands. On almost any given 
day, there is always somewhere we can get some good diving in and if needed, get shelter from the weather and still dive so 
come on out and join the adventure. 

 

 

  Picture source: Wikipedia.org 
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10:00AM-Greg Arsenault-Beach Towel with Whaler Logo, Rum Reg-
gae Dress, Peace T-Shirt, Fourth Element Beanie Hat 
 
11:00AM-Trish Kolbeck-2 for 1 Boat Dive Trip with Channel Islands 
Dive Adventure, Hollywood Dive Log Book, Dive Essentials and 
Peace T-Shirt. 
 
12:00 noon-Steve Roquemore-Oceanic Cargo Duffle Bag with 
Whaler Logo, Peace Sweat Shirt, Fourth Element Rash Guard. 
 
1:00PM-Cheryl Amberger-Aqua Lung Mask & Snorkel, Rum Reggae 
Shirt, Peace Sweat Shirt 
 
2:00PM-Brian Kurzeja-2 for 1 Boat Dive Trip with Channel Islands 
Dive Adventure, Akona Weight Bag with Whaler Logo, and Leisure 
Pro Wetsuit Garment Bag with Hanger. 
 
3:00PM-Dan Tobias-Atomic Acquatics SplitFin & Sundiver Express 
Open Boat Dive Trip for two. 
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Here is a Quick Look at  
SCUBA Show 2013 

The Diving Event of the Year! 
76,000 Feet of Exhibit Space 

 
Hundreds of exhibits-the latest new dive gear, fantastic 

dive destinations (nearby and around the world), marine 
art and apparel, and more. 

More than 50 Seminars and Workshops 
Continuous Film Festival 

Over $20,000 in Door Prizes 
Fun-filled Saturday Night Party—Casablanca 

Coming Soon—SCUBA Show Mobile App 
Navigate the show, schedule your seminars, make a to—do list of compa-
nies to visit and things you want to see. App release date 5/21 
 

Picture and information source:  mail@scubashow.com 
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  ●Member information and profiles kept online and instantly updatable 

  ●Automated email notification and reminders of special events 

  ●Fully integrated with PayPal for on-line payments, and payment tracking 

  ●Private “member only” areas with content not available to the public 

 



Membership rates: Initial—$30; Renewal—$25; Fam-
ily (New) -  Initial $40; Renewal $35. A Family Mem-
bership is for members living in the same house-
hold/address where a certified diver member lives. 
Be sure to join us for great programs, super diving, 
good food, and wonderful friends! We encourage 
you to attend the General Meetings and as many 
Dives, Events, and Trips as possible. 
 

You can now renew your membership online.  

Just go to www.whalersdiveclub.com and scroll 
down to the membership link. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
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Whalers - 

We all receive enough junk mail. As a non-profit organization, we adhere to certain privacy rules, 
including protecting the email addresses of our membership. The use of the Whaler’s mailing list is 
to distribute club related information to the membership. If you would like to send a general an-
nouncement to the full membership, please send it to any of the board members (http://
www.whalersdiveclub.com/contact/contact.htm) and we will be happy to redistribute it if it’s ap-
propriate to club business. We make every attempt to “hide” the email addresses of our membership 
when sending mass mailings. Also, please do not share email addresses from our published Buddy 
List with any non-member. Although your political, religious, and social viewpoints are important, 
and jokes and YouTube videos can be funny, these certainly do not fall into the category of club busi-
ness. 

Thank You, 

Whaler’s Board  

www.whalersdiveclub.com 


