
WHALERS DIVE CLUB  
50TH ANNIVERSARY  

MEETING DAY & LOCATION  
COCO ’S BAKERY RESTAURANT 

22200 SHERMAN WAY 
 CANOGA PARK, CA 91303 

    818-710-8081 
 

THE WHALERS DIVE CLUB, INC.,  
A CALIFORNIA NON-PROFIT 

WHEN: 1ST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH  
6:30-7:30 SOCIAL HOUR 

7:30—9:00 GENERAL MEETING & ENTERTAINMENT 
WEBSITE: WWW.WHALERSDIVECLUB.COM 

ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 4283, WEST HILLS, CA  
91308-4283 

 
JANUARY GUEST SPEAKER… 

SHERI BAUER  
SCUBAGEARREPORTS.COM 

 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST: 

• 2013 Board of Directors & Officers (p1) 

• President’s Message (p2) 

• January 2013 Calendar (p3) 

• 49th Annual Banquet Highlights (p4 - 5) 

• Whaler Archives (p6) 

• Roatan Honduras Trip (p7) 

• January Guest Speaker (p8) 

• Save the Date (p9) 

• Special Interest Story (p10-11) 

• Whaler Talk Forum (p12) 

• Membership Information (p13) 

 
 

2013 OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS! 

   Bruce Amberger…………….President 

   Greg Arsenault……………...Treasurer 

   Trish Kolebeck…………..….Secretary 

Steve Roquemore………...Programs  Cheryl Amberger…………...Newsletter 

Ken Kollwitz…………..…Dive Coordinator Norm Deatherage…………...Environment 

BJ Rogers.………………..Membership Dahlia Luria…………………Education  

Rick Dalven………………Website  Adam Crown……………….Special Events 

Contact the board: info@whalersdiveclub.com 
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January 2013 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

www.whalersdiveclub.com 

Hello Whalers, 
Welcome to 2013.  This is going to be a spectacular year for the  Whalers Dive Club.  
We have five new members on the Board.  Some have been on the Board in past years 
and for others, this is their first time.   Regardless, all of us are very excited for the 
coming year.  We have many ideas for our 50th year.   We’re going to bring back some of 
the successful events we had in the past year, and add some new ones beside.  We all 
want this, our 50th year, to one of the best ever.  
 
The main theme for everything we plan will be “fun and participation.”  As the new 
Board hits the ground running in January, be sure to come to the monthly General 
Meetings and read your Newsletters to be sure you are on top of all the latest        
happenings.  As the year gets going, we will have upcoming information on monthly 
boat dives, the Roatan trip, Deer Creek Beach Clean-ups, the SCUBA Fair, and much 
more. 
 
I’m looking forward to working with the new Board and seeing all of you at the 
monthly meetings and various events. Everyone have a great year! 
 
Bruce 
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JANUARY 2013 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
General 
Meeting 
Guest Speaker: 
Sheri Bauer 

3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 
Pacific Star 
to Los Angeles 
local wrecks 
7:00am 
San Pedro 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 
Hike: Malibu 
State Park 

28 29 30    

To reserve your spot on boat dives, call Ken at 805-469-7288.  For more detailed information, visit the 
CIDA website at http://channelislandsdivedventures.com 

Boat Dives for February and March 

Saturday February 2: Peace to Anacapa/6:00am Ventura Harbor 

Saturday March 9:  Peace to Santa Cruz Backside/5:00am Ventura Harbor 

Sunday March 17: Pacific Star to Oil Rig & Wreck/ 6:00am San Pedro 22nd St. Landing 
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Whaler of the year...Patty Chan 
 
 
 

 
November Whaler of the Month...Susan Naka0ki 

December Whaler of the Month...Judy Whitney 

Grand prize (Gopro HD Hero2)...Tony Ciraolol 

Door prize (wine basket)...Michael Crumley 
Raffle Winners: 

High Pressure Steel 80’ tank...Richard bowman  

Dolphin Earings...Tessie Kollwitz 

CIDA Dive Trip...Bruce Amberger 

Angel Fish Necklace...Michael Crumley 

Malibu Dive Repair Service Certificate...Ken Kollwitz 

Whaler Gift Basket...Trish Kolebeck 

Peace dive 2 for 1...Patty Chan 

Dolphin Necklace...Loretta 

Outback Gift Card...Edgar Rios 

Movie Tickets...Cheryl Amberger 

Ken’s Nitrox Certificate...Rick Dalven 

Kings Fish House Gift Card...Michael Crumley 

Peace Dive 2 for 1...Mike Herrera 

Holiday Centerpiece Winners: 
Dahlia luria  Art Hill 

Linda Arsenault  Mike Herrera 

Rosie Rios  Patty Chan 

                                                                Norm Deatherage         Tony Ciraolo 

A Very Special Thank You to 
the Following who Donated 
Wonderful Prizes: 

Hollywood Diver Supply 

Ken Kollwitz 

Denise Dalven 

Gail Glasser 

Glenn Palmer 

The Peace Dive Boat 

Eco Dive Center 
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www.whalersdiveclub.com 

A bit of History… 

1963 jim ashenbrenner founded the whalers   
  (formerly the scuba duba whalers)   

  As a shop club. The club began with six   
  members and the meetings were held in a  

  private home. 

1981 The name of the club officially changed to  
  the whalers! 

1982 Every November the club held a  

  Christmas dive. The club anchored the   
  scuba queen and mr c together and    
  decorated a Christmas tree underwater.  
  Then they would have turkey dinner with all  
  the trimming aboard the boats. The pictures  
  below are  from the 1982 Christmas dive. 
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www.whalersdiveclub.com 

WE HERE AT ScubaGearReports.com spend a lot of time out on the water. You’ll 
find us aboard commercial dive boats when we’re doing our big gear-test jobs, on 
SGR’s own dive  boat for the lighter-weight projects, and we’re often spotted roam-
ing the shorelines of any number of Southern California beaches. 
We’re usually armed with slates and test sheets and waterproof 
pencils, hauling gear, getting it wet, scribbling copious notes. 
During these gear-testing treks we cross paths with scores of di-
vers, and we’re always eager to learn about the kinds of diving 
they do and hear about the makes and models of gear they use. 
 
Scuba Gear Reports is an e-publication that provides scuba divers with the most 
comprehensive information on scuba diving equipment available anywhere. From 
BCs and fins to dive computers and regs, if it’s gear, SGR is on it. We do the research, 
dive the gear, run the tests, crunch the data and present the results so that our read-
ers can be armed with reliable buying information as they head out to do their gear 
shopping.   
 Sheri has been diving since 1992 certified Naui, then about 4 years later, she 

participated in the LA County Advanced divers program and won 
the instructor scholarship. She became certified to teach thru their 
program and began teaching at Sport Chalet. She met up with the 
guys at ScubaLab and began testing gear fro them in 2001, when 
they decided to start their own website testing gear in 2010, she 
continued testing gear for them and became a partner in  
ScubaGearReports.com 

Bio and pictures provided by Sheri Bauer 
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          Future Boat Dives: 
January 20/Los Angeles Local Wrecks/Peace 
February 2/Anacapa/Peace 
March 9/Santa Cruz Island Backside/Pacific Star 

   

Future Hikes 
January 27 / Malibu State Park 
February 16/ La Jolla/Pt. Mugu State Park 
March 24/ The Grotto in the Santa Monica Mountains 
Malibu State Park is off Las Virgenes Rd. in Calabasas and is only about 5 minutes off Hwy. 101. The park itself is quite 
large with a visitor center, rocks where climbers like to spend the day, a creek, a small lake and dam, home to lots of movies 
made over the years including that great war show “Mash” and there is even a small campground. 

There are trails all over but the route we usually like to take is from the parking area to the visitor center then across the bridge 
to the left where the climbers are and some small waterfalls with a creek, then back and up past the lake to the old Mash site 
where there are still a couple of old broken and burned up military vehicles. The hike is not very difficult which usually runs a 
couple of hours and there are some restrooms along the way. 

Directions: 

From the 101 Freeway exit at Las Virgenes Rd. in Calabasas and head south for several 
miles where the first light/intersection is Mulholland Hwy. The park entrance is just 
past Mulholland on the right. 

Park Information: 

DOGS and other domestic animals are not allowed beyond the parking and camping areas. They may both 
injure and be injured by park wildlife and may acquire diseases from them. 

The Visitor’s Center is open on weekends only, Noon to 4:00pm. 

All day parking is $12.00. On weekdays, there is no one at the entrance booth, so the honor system is employed through a self-
pay system. Your day fee covers same day access/parking to ANY California State Park and/or Beach! 

Here is a link to a map of the park including the Mash site that we will be hiking too 

http://www.malibucreekstatepark.org/MASH_HikeMap_Mar09_Single.pdf 
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Six New Dive Computers as showcased on 
ScubaGearReports.com 

       Aeris A300 and A300 XT 
                                                          

                       Aeris A100 
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www.whalersdiveclub.com 

            Cressi Leonardo 
 
 
              Hollis DG03 
 
 
 
 
              Mares Matrix 
 
 
 
 

    Subgear XP-H 
 
For more detailed information 
on these dive computers, visit 
ScubaGearReports.com 
 
 
Pictures courtesy of ScubaGearReports.com 
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The Whalers Talk forum is now online and can be accessed from our home pager: 
www.whalersdiveclub.com 
 
Here’s a place to talk about almost anything; club related or not, dive related or not, 
within our Whaler community. 
 
Anyone can view the forums, but, if you want to participate, you must register. Just 
fill in the blanks when asked, with a user name and password you select, and your 
name. You’ll be able to post new messages once one of the board moderators confirm 
you’re a member in good standing. 
 
Happy Posting, 

Whaler Rick 

The whalers proudly support... 



Membership rates: Initial—$30; Renewal—$25; Family 
(New) -  Initial $40; Renewal $35. A Family Membership is 
for members living in the same household/address where a 
certified diver member lives. Be sure to join us for great 
programs, super diving, good food, and wonderful friends! 
We encourage you to attend the General Meetings and as 
many Dives, Events, and Trips as possible. 

 

Please mail dues to :  Whalers Dive Club, Inc. 

         P.O. Box 4283  

       West Hills, CA 91308-4283 

Or….you can now renew your membership online. Just go 
to www.whalersdiveclub.com and scroll down to the mem-
bership link. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
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Whalers - 

We all receive enough junk mail. As a non-profit organization, we adhere to certain privacy rules, 
including protecting the email addresses of our membership. The use of the Whaler’s mailing list is 
to distribute club related information to the membership. If you would like to send a general an-
nouncement to the full membership, please send it to any of the board members (http://
www.whalersdiveclub.com/contact/contact.htm) and we will be happy to redistribute it if it’s ap-
propriate to club business. We make every attempt to “hide” the email addresses of our membership 
when sending mass mailings. Also, please do not share email addresses from our published Buddy 
List with any non-member. Although your political, religious, and social viewpoints are important, 
and jokes and YouTube videos can be funny, these certainly do not fall into the category of club busi-
ness. 

Thank You, 

Whaler’s Board  

www.whalersdiveclub.com 


