
WHALERS DIVE CLUB  
50TH ANNIVERSARY  

MEETING DAY & LOCATION  
COCO ’S BAKERY RESTAURANT 

22200 SHERMAN WAY 
 CANOGA PARK, CA 91303 

    818-710-8081 
 

THE WHALERS DIVE CLUB, INC.,  
A CALIFORNIA NON-PROFIT 

WHEN: 1ST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH  
6:30-7:30 SOCIAL HOUR 

7:30—9:00 GENERAL MEETING & ENTERTAINMENT 
WEBSITE: WWW.WHALERSDIVECLUB.COM 

ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 4283, WEST HILLS, CA  
91308-4283 

 
FEBRUARY GUEST SPEAKER… 

JONATHAN HANKS ON 
LA WRECKS 

 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST: 

• 2013 Board of Directors & Officers (p1) 

• President’s Message (p2) 

• February 2013 Calendar (p3) 

• BJ’s Membership Blurb (p4) 

• Whaler Distinguished Speaker Series (p5) 

• Beach Clean-Up (p6) 

• Camping Trip (p7) 

• February Guest Speaker (p8) 

• Monthly Hike (p9) 

• Guest Link(p10-11) 

• Whalers Proudly Support/Scuba apps
(p12) 

• Membership Information (p13) 

“The public seems to think of me as being underwater. 
If we could just get some way to do Hamlet underwater, 
I’d be happy.” 

Lloyd Bridges on Mike Nelson, Sea Hunt 

2013 OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS! 

   Bruce Amberger…………….President 

   Greg Arsenault……………...Treasurer 

   Trish Kolebeck…………..….Secretary 

Steve Roquemore………...Programs  Cheryl Amberger…………...Newsletter 

Ken Kollwitz…………..…Dive Coordinator Norm Deatherage…………...Environment 

BJ Rogers.………………..Membership Dahlia Luria…………………Education  

Rick Dalven………………Website  Adam Crown……………….Special Events 

Contact the board: info@whalersdiveclub.com 
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February 2013 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

www.whalersdiveclub.com 

Hello Whalers, 
We had our first Board Meeting for 2013 last month, and let me tell you, you have selected one hell of a new Board for 2013.  
The atmosphere and positive attitudes are fantastic.  
 
Greg is crunching numbers like an accountant. Oh wait… he is an accountant. To better help understand and best utilize our Club 
finances, he’s looking into the past and forward into the future to determine the Club’s income vs. expense in more detail. 
 
Trish is on the ball (point pen) as our new Secretary. She has coordinated with Marilyn to continue the legacy she began. 
 
BJ is all over membership. You will be seeing much more activity from this department. She is implementing plans to better 
keep track of our current members and bring more members to the club. She is also working on some awesome raffle prizes. 
 
Steve is putting together one of the best program line-ups we’ve seen in years. You’re not going to want to miss any of his 
speakers. He is also working on a special speaker for our 50th Holiday Banquet. 
 
Ken has already rolled out the majority of boat dive trips for the year. But that’s not all. He has also planned hikes, a camping 
trip, and other activities. Keep a close eye on the Newsletter and Web-site for calendar listings and updates. 
 
Speaking of the Newsletter, what can I say; Cheryl continues to do an awesome job (yes, I’m a little bias). She is keeping all of 
us informed and up-to-date, while also make some special innovations for our 50th year. 
 
Rick is working on some incredible plans for the Web-site. Keep checking on the Whalers web page (www.whalersdive club.com) 
to see what’s going on. Rick might not be a Web Master by trade, but you couldn’t convince me of that. 
 
Dahlia is working on new education programs to keep the Club informed and aware of all the latest goings on. She currently has 
a Dive Master class underway with a number of Club members. She will be announcing other classes as they develop. 
 
Norm is again in charge of Environmental issues and coordinating all of our Beach Clean-ups. He has two dates already posted 
and he is working on the third. Stay tuned. 
 
Adam is our “Board Member At Large”. Basically he does whatever the rest of us tell him to do. He also provides additional  
insight and comic-relief. 
 
And then there is me as your President. I’m keeping everyone on track and moving forward, working on different plans for the 
future, and always keeping in mind that this Club is about diving, fun, and participation. 
 
This new Board is going to be hard-working and lots of fun. We are taking the Board Meetings back into Board members’ homes, 
on a rotating basis. As always, anyone can attend a Board meeting. The location for each Board meeting will be made available 
for those that wish to attend. Attendance (number of people), other than Board members, will be limited by whose house the 
meeting is at.  
 
Our 50th year is going to be a great one. Keep coming to the meetings, checking the Newsletter and Web-site, and participating 
to have more fun than you can stand. 
 
Bruce 
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FEBRUARY 2013 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
 

2 
The Peace to 
Anacapa Island 
7:00am 
Ventura 

3 4 5 6 
General 
Meeting 
Guest Speaker: 
Jonathan Hanks   

7 8 9 
 
Hike: La 
Jolla/ Pt. Mugu 
State Park 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
 
 

17 
 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 
 

25 26 27 28   

To reserve your spot on boat dives, call Ken at 805-469-7288.  For more detailed information, visit the 
CIDA website at http://channelislandsdivedventures.com 

Whaler Boat Dives for March, April, & May 

Saturday March 9:  Peace to Santa Cruz Backside 

Saturday April 27: Peace to San Miguel 

Saturday May 11th: Peace to Santa Barbara Island 
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It was great to see so many smiling faces at our January meeting. Currently, there are 50 
paid members. My plan this year is to increase membership and I need your help. Please 
bring a certified diver (one that has not been to the club before) to the monthly meeting 
and you and your guest will each receive a free opportunity drawing ticket. The Club is 
a great place to meet other divers, participate in annual group international travel, stay 
updated on current events and regulations impacting the diving community, and to  

participate and socialize in dive and non-diving activities. All skill levels are welcome. 
 

Please welcome the following new members to the club: Cris & Juliana Marcos and a 
thank you to the following members for their renewal and continued support. Cris & Jack 
Molina, Art Hill, Trish Kolbeck, Marilyn and Norm Deatherage, and Keith Biondi. 
 

February Whaler Birthdays—Patty Chan, Hans Dukatz, Jack Molina, and Don Porter. 

 

Congratulations to the following Opportunity Drawing Winners: 

Apollo Dive Mask—Steve Roquemore 

Dive Dawg T-Shirt—Charles Pincus, Patty Chan, and Bruce Amberger 

Tank Holder—Greg Arsenault 

Slate/Sausage—Charles Pincus 

Mares Rash Guard—Patty Chan 

Note Pad B.J. Rogers 

Whale Salt and Pepper Shaker—Chris Molina 

Necklace—Tina Brawner 

 



PAGE 5 WHALERS DIVE CLUB WHALERS DIVE CLUB PAGE 5 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

January……………………Sheri Bauer from Scubagearreports.com 

February…………………..Jonathan Hanks on LA Wrecks 

March……………………… Grant Graves on free diving 

April………………………..JT Sprouse on Ventura Search & Rescue 
 

 

 

Thank you Sheri Bauer for  

January’s wonderful  

presentation  

on  

scubagearreports.com! 

 
 

Please note that due to unforeseen scheduling conflicts, the dates and/or speakers for 
our Distinguished Speaker Series can change. Please check the monthly newsletters, 
website, and emails. 
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DEER CREEK: BEACH CLEAN-UP 

The club adopted this 
beach on September 23, 
1989. Our goal has been 
to clean up the beach 3 
times a year. The Board 
has selected: May 25, 
July 27, & the official 
state Adopt-A-Beach 
Costal Clean-Up day in 
September is TBD. 
Come one & all; bring 
family, friends, and po-
tential club members. 
Trash pick-up and dive 
start at 9:00AM. 

We have official Adop-
tion Papers for this 
beach to 

Preserve, Protect,  

& Enhance the coast. 

There are no facilities, 
but bags and a Porta-
Potty will be provided. 
Bring food, drink, 
gloves, sturdy shoes, 
and your beach dive 
gear. Any questions? 
Call Norm at 818-348-
6444. 

Directions: Deer 
Creek Beach is approxi-
mately 2 miles north of 
the LA/Ventura County 
line on Pacific Coast 
Highway (HWY1). From 
the Ventura Freeway 
north, take Kanan Road 
west  (left) to PCH, turn 
right. Deer Creek is 
signed (where the 
highway is only two 
lanes). 

Picture Source: 

www.shorediving.com 
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When: August 25-28, 2013  (Thursday-Sunday) 

Where: Jade Cove/Plaskett Creek 

 

This is a trip that Ken has been doing for quite a while. The last time 
he organized this trip, there were approximately 40 people spread 
out over 8-10 campsites. Some went diving and most searched the 
beach for jade or just hung out and had fun. Some have stayed in the 
Cambria area and drove up to meet the group and stay Saturday 
evening for the BIG potluck. Whalers, you can make a reservation 
now at the Plaskett Creek campground and the nice thing is it does 
not fill up as fast as a state park.  

 

For further information, visit the CIDA website at: 

http://channelislandsdiveadventures.com/cida-2011-boat-trip-
schedule/mini-vacations-events 
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Jonathan Hanks was certified to dive in December 
of 2007 through Ventura College’s NAUI program, 
obtaining a Master SCUBA diver rating before the 
program’s closure. 
 
Since then, he has logged over 600 dives at the 
Channel Islands, and in the Santa Barbara Channel 
itself. Combining his passion for exploration with his professional skills as a 
GIS Technician, he has been researching and locating a variety of sunken 
boats, aircraft, and obscure dive spots. 
 
Jonathan will be speaking about some of his more interesting finds, including 
wrecks such as the Bulldog, Kitrie, Connie Marie, and the wreckage of a 

WWII vintage aircraft recently discovered off Point 
Mugu. 
 
 
 

Bio and pictures supplied by Jonathan Hanks 
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Where: La Jolla Valley-Mugu State Park 
Date: Saturday, February 9th 
Time: 9:30am in parking area 
Directions to trailhead: Drive down the coast south on Pacific 
Coast Highway about 1.5 miles past Mugu Rock or up the coast 
north on Pacific Coast Highway from Malibu. It is just past the big sand dune and about 1.5 
miles north of Big Sycamore Canyon camp ground. If you park along Hwy 1 it is free and inside 
the State park it is about $10-$12 per/car. Within the parking area there are bathrooms and pic-
nic tables. 
The Hike: This is an excellent hike, especially in the spring when the wildflowers are bloom-
ing and it is one of the few places to see coreopsis (big plant with yellow flowers like you see at 
Anacapa) where it is growing all along the main trail up through 
the canyon. The trail starts at the parking lot and takes you along a 
small creek as you climb gradually up to a small waterfall, from 
this point it gets steeper as you hike the switchbacks up through 
the canyon a short ways to where the trail becomes flatter. From 
here, the route that Tessie & I like is to hike through the trees that 

grow over the trail (like a tunnel) till we 
get to the trail to the left that leads to the 
pond. We then hike around the pond and through the meadow past the 
backpackers camp and across the meadow and back down the main 
trail. 
It is a nice loop that is about 4 miles returning via the La Jolla Canyon 

Trail, rather than the 7 mile hike that loops around via the Overlook Trail. Time for the hike is 
about 2½ hours. 

Future Hikes… 
March 24-The Grotto    May 26-TBA 
April 13-Mishe Mokwa Trail   June 30-TBA 
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From the day it crashed in the fog below the cliffs of Palos Verdes Estates, the 441-foot Greek freighter 
Dominator has stood helpless against the onslaught of surf and salt winds. 

The wreck has been a landmark for over 40 years, eerie and ever-corroding. Its rup-
tured hull once rose in bold contrast to the yellow-white cliffs at Rocky Point. Young 
surfers, boaters, and lobster trappers of the Cold War years have grown to middle age 
while watching the Dominator slowly break up, shift on the rocks and melt away. 
Scarcely a fraction of it remains visible on the rocky beach: mainly the bow, a remark-
able piece of debris that is warped, guano-streaked, rusted through in places, and yet still clearly discernible 
as the front end of a ship. The bow section rests on edge, 10 feet high and perhaps 60 feet long, right at the 
surfs edge. It is angled keel seaward and to the sky, allowing you to walk up the side of the hull where it once 
knifed through the swells. 

Or You can stand on the rocks and explore a small section of the deck now turned vertical. Like old cheese-
cloth, the deck is badly eaten and missing in places. Still, the huge bollards remain, where lines were tied to 
secure the ship in port; the hawse pipes are there too, deeply scored from the travel of the anchor chairs they 
used to guide. 

“This is one of the last of a breed,” says Phil Bergeron, a devotee of shipwrecks, 
after climbing down a perilous cliff-side trail at Lunada Bay. These days, sophisti-
cated navigational instruments and stricter maritime laws make shipwrecks ex-
tremely rare events-a loss of mystery, in Bergeron’s view. 

The Dominator was a sensational story at the time it went down after striking 
a reef one early evening in March 1961. It carried 29 crewmen and 9,000 tons of grain. There was no diffi-
culty in saving the crew, only in saving the ship. Tugs struggled for several days, trying to free the freighter 
from the rocks as crowds gathered to watch from the cliff tops. Heavy waves and high winds quickly began to 
break up the vessel, causing water to flood the hold. That swelled the grain and burst the ship at the seams. 

As the vessel continued to come apart, the bow section was driven toward the beach. The rest, including 
the engine and boiler room, sank offshore. That part of the wreckage lies in water only 20 feet deep, making 
it a prime attraction for scuba divers despite swells and currents that are sometimes dangerous. 

Bergeron figures he has negotiated the hulk’s metal shards and surrounding kelp forests about 100 times. 
“It’s one of the few wrecks along the coast…; a diver can actually go inside and be enclosed within part of the 
wreck,” he says. “You’re actually down in what they would call the bilge area, the bowels of the ship.” 
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Most cannot be seen from the surface, but the Wreck Divers are compiling maps and case histories and 
gradually making those available on the club’s web site, http://www.cawreckdivers.org. 

So far, at least eight significant wrecks have been identified in the waters of Santa Monica Bay and the Palos 
Verdes coast. Among them is a 268-foot side-wheeler, the Sacramento, a steamship being used as a fishing 
barge when it foundered in 1968. Another wreck is believed to be the Newbern, a coal-burning ship carrying 
61 passengers and a cargo of silver bullion, hides, and sea turtles when it hit the rocks in 1893 near the future 
site of Marineland. 

Ten more wrecks have been logged from San Pedro south through Orange County. Seven more around the 
Channel Islands. Eight near Santa Barbara and Ventura. Four near Santa Catalina Island. 

A lot are barely recognizable, covered in sediment and marine life, but to divers they evoke fantasies of 
pirates and treasure, of storms and other disasters. 

 

 

Article and picture source: www.divernet.com 

 
 
                  
 

Interested in reading more about shipwrecks? Here are 
some suggested books... 
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• Scuba Exam is ideal for novice divers who are working to pass their certifi-
cation tests. This free app provides a dictionary of diving terms and a short, enter-
taining history on diving, but its main feature is a practice quiz about best diving 
practices. (iOS and Android) 

• Dive Log helps you keep a detailed history of your diving adventures. The app 
makes it easy to plug in the duration, depth, and location of each dive, as well as to 
track your friends’ histories. ($12, iOS) 

• Marine Tides Planner (iOS) and Tides & Currents 
(Android) are free apps that provide predictions about tides, currents, 
and weather for locations around the world. 

• iDive Nitrox ($2, iOS) and Nitrox Calculator (Free, Android) 
help you calculate the best blend of nitrogen and oxygen to use for the 
dive you’re about to make. 

 

 

Source: The New York Times 



Membership rates: Initial—$30; Renewal—$25; Family 
(New) -  Initial $40; Renewal $35. A Family Membership is 
for members living in the same household/address where a 
certified diver member lives. Be sure to join us for great 
programs, super diving, good food, and wonderful friends! 
We encourage you to attend the General Meetings and as 
many Dives, Events, and Trips as possible. 

 

Please mail dues to :  Whalers Dive Club, Inc. 

         P.O. Box 4283  

       West Hills, CA 91308-4283 

Or….you can now renew your membership online. Just go 
to www.whalersdiveclub.com and scroll down to the mem-
bership link. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
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Whalers - 

We all receive enough junk mail. As a non-profit organization, we adhere to certain privacy rules, 
including protecting the email addresses of our membership. The use of the Whaler’s mailing list is 
to distribute club related information to the membership. If you would like to send a general an-
nouncement to the full membership, please send it to any of the board members (http://
www.whalersdiveclub.com/contact/contact.htm) and we will be happy to redistribute it if it’s ap-
propriate to club business. We make every attempt to “hide” the email addresses of our membership 
when sending mass mailings. Also, please do not share email addresses from our published Buddy 
List with any non-member. Although your political, religious, and social viewpoints are important, 
and jokes and YouTube videos can be funny, these certainly do not fall into the category of club busi-
ness. 

Thank You, 

Whaler’s Board  

www.whalersdiveclub.com 


