
WHALERS DIVE CLUB  
50TH ANNIVERSARY  

MEETING DAY & LOCATION  

COCO’S BAKERY RESTAURANT 

22200 SHERMAN WAY 

 CANOGA PARK, CA 91303 

    818-710-8081 

 

THE WHALERS DIVE CLUB , INC. ,  

A CALIFORNIA NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

WHEN :  1ST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH  

6:30-7:30 SOCIAL HOUR 

7:30—9:00 GENERAL MEETING & ENTERTAINMENT 

WEBSITE :  WWW .WHALERSDIVECLUB .COM 

ADDRESS :  P.O. BOX 4283, WEST H ILLS ,  CA  

91308-4283 

 

APRIL GUEST SPEAKER… 

JT SPROUSE 

ON VENTURA COUNTY SEARCH & RESCUE 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST : 

2013 Board of Directors & Officers (p1) 

President’s Message (p2) 

April 2013 Calendar (p3) 

BJ’s Membership Blurb (p4) 

Whaler Distinguished Speaker Series (p5) 

Scuba Fair 2013 (p6) 

Whalers Dive Happenings (p7) 

Beach Clean-Up (p8) 

Camping Trip 2013 (p9) 

April Guest Speaker (p10) 

Monthly Hike (p11) 

Guest Link (p12) 

Diver Day at the Aquarium (p13) 

Whalers Proudly Support/Whalers New 
Web Site(p14) 

Membership Information (p15) 

“There is nothing wrong with Southern California that 
a rise in the ocean level wouldn’t cure” 

  Ross MacDonald 

 

 

2013 OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS ! 

   Bruce Amberger…………….President 

   Greg Arsenault……………...Treasurer 

   Trish Kolebeck…………..….Secretary 

Steve Roquemore………...Programs  Cheryl Amberger…………...Newsletter 

Ken Kollwitz…………..…Dive Coordinator Norm Deatherage…………...Environment 

BJ Rogers.………………..Membership Dahlia Luria…………………Education  

Rick Dalven………………Website  Adam Crown……………….Special Events 

Contact the board: info@whalersdiveclub.com 
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April 2013 prESiDENT’S MESSAGE 

www.whalersdiveclub.com 

Hello Whalers, 

 

SCUBA Fair is coming! It will be here on Saturday, May 4th. It will be held 

at the same location as last year, in the parking lot of the West Valley 

Christian Church. This is on Sherman Way, just west of Shoup. Last year’s 

Fair was a great success and we are hoping for an even better event this 

year. There has been a lot of interest in Spots by members, non-members, 

and retail vendors. If you are interested in a Spot, hurry and sign up while 

there are still some available. Only $5 per Spot for a Whaler and $10 for 

everyone else. Sign-up and payment are easy; just go to our website and  

everything you need is there. We will also be having a Whalers Shared Spot 

for our members that only have one or two items to sell and don’t want to 

get a Spot just for that. We do need volunteers to man the Shared Spot 

throughout the day. If more than one person volunteers to help with this, 

their time will be split up. We can also use help with the set-up and take-

down. It is going to be a very fun (and hopefully profitable) day for everyone 

and we look forward to making many new friends. Please let me know if you 

would like to participate. Otherwise we will see you there when you come out 

to just enjoy the day with us. 

 

We are also bringing back beach dives. There has been a growing surge of  

interest in this and our newest member, Mike Hartley, has volunteered, with 

help from Keith Biondi, to organize beach dives. So, keep an eye out for up-

coming dates and locations. Even if you’re not into beach dives, this is a 

great opportunity to get outside, go to the beach, and hand out with friends. 

 

See you all at the meeting, 

 

Bruce 
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APRIL 2013 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 
 
General 
Meeting 
Guest Speaker: 
JT Sprouse 

4 5 
 

6 
 
 

7 
Dive: On the 

Explorer to the 
Spirit of Amer-
ica 

8 9 10 
 

 

11 12 13 
Hike  
 Sandstone Peak 
& the Mishe 
Mokwa Trail 

14 15 16 17 18 
Board  
Meeting 
Weilers Deli in 
Canoga Park 

19 20 
 

 

21 
 

22 
Earth Day 

23 24 25 
 

26 27 
Dive on the 

Peace to San 
Miguel 
 

28 
 
 
 

29 30     
 

To reserve your spot on boat dives, call Ken at 805-469-7288.  For more detailed information, visit the 
CIDA website at http://channelislandsdivedventures.com 

Whaler Boat Dives for May, June & July 

Saturday May 11th: Peace to Santa Barbara Island 

Saturday June 1st: Peace to San Miguel 

July 19th & 20th: Peace to Begg Rock, San Nick & SBI 
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Our club is growing—we have 61 members on our roster.! Remember to bring  a certified 

diver (one that has not been to the club before) to the monthly meeting and for this, you 

and your guest will receive a fee opportunity drawing ticket. The Club is a great place to 

meet other divers, participate in annual group international travel, stay updated on cur-

rent events and regulations impacting the diving community, and to participate and social-

ize in dive and non-diving activities. All skill levels are welcome. 

Please welcome the following new members to the club:  Michael, Cathern, Ezri, Jadxia, 

Hunter, and Liam Hartley; also welcome Tina Malcolm. 

 

March Whaler Birthdays—Rick Dalven, Michael Hartley, and Stan Levey 

 

Congratulations to the following Opportunity Drawing Winners: 

Zeager T-Shirt: Steve Roquemore 

Squeeze Men’s Sandals: Keith Biondi 

Ladies Yoga Mat Wedge Sandals: Judie Whitney 

Dive Beanie: Elaine Bern 

Whaler’s Logo Blanket: Mike Hartley 

 

See you at the next meeting on April 3rd! 
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January……………………Sheri Bauer from Scubagearreports.com 

February…………………..Jonathan Hanks on LA Wrecks 

March……………………… Grant Graves on free diving 

April………………………..JT Sprouse on Ventura Search & Rescue 

May………………………...Dr. Geoff  Thielst Director of the Marine  

      Diving Technologies at Santa Barbara City College 

June……………………….Shelly Bern on India 

July………………………...LA Underwater Photo Society 

August…………………….Chris Wade Dive Safety Officer for the CA  

         Science Center 

Thank you Grant Graves for  

the wonderful  

presentation  

on  

Freediving! 

 
Please note that due to unforeseen scheduling conflicts, the dates and/or speakers for our Dis-
tinguished Speaker Series can change. Please check the monthly newsletters, website, and 
emails. 
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at 

West Valley Christian Church 

22450 Sherman Way 

West Hills, CA 91307 

One half block west of Shoup 
New & Used SCUBA Gear for Sale 

and other related items 

Local Area Dive Shops 

Rum Raggie Clothing (As seen at 

the SCUBA Show) 

Training Classes 

Raffle Prizes: 

Scuba Gear 

Clothing 

Dive Trips 

And much more... 

If you have gear to sell, visit 
our Web Site to sign up for 
available spots! 

The SCUBA Fair Organizer: 

Whalers Dive Club Los Angeles 

Free to the Public! 
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Guess what? April is here and it looks like it will be another dry winter for SoCal 
which is great for diving and not so good for everything else—we can always use more 
rain. Anyways, the diving has been great with some very cold water, water temperatures 
have been running in the low 50’s along with some good visibility depending on where 
you go. Even with the colder water temperatures (Don’t worry, it will start warming up 
soon) Whaler divers have been getting out and having fun. 

 

Speaking of fun, Whaler members are not only making it to the dives, but also to the 
hikes. Hikes are fun and usually much less expensive that a boat trip and a great way to 
get to know your fellow club members. 

 

Here is a question: How many club meetings have you gone to and how well do you 
know anyone in the club? I think all the people that know each other well would agree 
that it WASN’T at the club meetings where they got to know each other and that it was 
the trips that did it. I can guarantee that on one hike, or one of any other activity, you 
will know people more than a whole year of club meetings. Why not step out of that box 
and try something new. I did a long time ago and it was well worth it! 

 

Okay, now here are some upcoming Whaler trips & events—Sunday, April 7th to Santa 
Cruz and the wreck of the Spirit of America (Special Whaler price of $100.00—must call 
Ken), a hike on the Mishe Mokwa Trailhead in the Santa Monica Mountains on Satur-
day, April 13th and the trip to Santa Barbara Island on Saturday, May 11 –SBI always 
has some excellent diving and, last but not least, is the Annual Whalers Scuba Fair on 
Saturday, May 4th. 



PAGE 8 WHALERS DIVE CLUB PAGE 8 
WHALERS DIVE CLUB 

www.whalersdiveclub.com 

DEER CREEK: BEACH CLEAN-UP 

The club adopted this 
beach on September 23, 
1989. Our goal has been 
to clean up the beach 3 
times a year. The Board 
has selected: May 25, 
July 27, & the official 
state Adopt-A-Beach 
Costal Clean-Up day is 
September 21. Come 
one & all; bring family, 
friends, and potential 
club members. Trash 
pick-up and dive start at 
9:00AM. 

We have official Adop-
tion Papers for this 
beach to 

Preserve, Protect,  

& Enhance the coast. 

There are no facilities, 
but bags and a Porta-
Potty will be provided. 
Bring food, drink, 
gloves, sturdy shoes, 
and your beach dive 
gear. Any questions? 
Call Norm at 818-348-
6444. 

Directions: Deer 
Creek Beach is approxi-
mately 2 miles north of 
the LA/Ventura County 
line on Pacific Coast 
Highway (HWY1). From 
the Ventura Freeway 
north, take Kanan Road 
west  (left) to PCH, turn 
right. Deer Creek is 
signed (where the 
highway is only two 
lanes). 

Picture Source: 

www.shorediving.com 
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When: July 25-28, 2013  (Thursday-Sunday) 

Where: Jade Cove/Plaskett Creek 

 

This is a trip that Ken has been doing for quite a while. The last time 
he organized this trip, there were approximately 40 people spread 
out over 8-10 campsites. Some went diving and most searched the 
beach for jade or just hung out and had fun. Some have stayed in the 
Cambria area and drove up to meet the group and stay Saturday 
evening for the BIG potluck. Whalers, you can make a reservation 
now at the Plaskett Creek campground and the nice thing is it does 
not fill up as fast as a state park.  

 

For further information, visit the CIDA website at: 

http://channelislandsdiveadventures.com/cida-2011-boat-trip-
schedule/mini-vacations-events 



PAGE 10 WHALERS DIVE CLUB 

www.whalersdiveclub.com 

JT Sprouse has been a volunteer with the Ventura County 
Search and Rescue Dive Team for the last 5 years. JT began 
his diving career with an open water class at the age of 16. 
Now, 23 years later, he is a PADI Instructor and Dive Shop 
Manager with Sports Chalet (Porter Ranch Store). JT also is 
a past volunteer Fillmore City Firefighter and a current 
Emergency Medical Technician. He will be speaking about 

the Ventura Search and Rescue Dive Team, who they are and 
what they do! 

 

Ventura County Search & Rescue is an all-
volunteer branch of the Ventura County 
Sheriffs Department covering all 1,873 

square miles of Ventura County including the 43 miles of coastline. The team 
is trained to use specialized equipment to handle a variety of emergencies 
such as high-angle rock rescues, car-over-the-side accidents, 
swift-water rescues and other wilderness medical emergen-
cies. The team is also highly proficient in search operations for 
overdue hikers, mountain bikers, off road motor cyclers, miss-
ing children or lost hunters. 
 

Interested in becoming a volunteer? Call (805) 9RESCUE 

 

Article and picture source: vcsar1.org 
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Where: Sandstone Peak & the Mishe Mokwa Trail 

Date: Saturday, April 13th 

Time: Meet at the trailhead at 9:30AM 

Directions to trailhead: The Mishe Mokwa Trailhead is on Yerba 
Buena Road in the Circle X Ranch area and near Sandstone Peak. From Hwy 1, take Yerba 
Buena Rd (at Neptune’s Net) up about 6-7 miles just a short distance past the Circle X Ranch 
where there is dirt parking on both sides of the road. 

From the 101 Freeway, exit at the Westlake Blvd off-ramp and head south. Westlake Blvd 
turns into Decker Rd. About 5 miles past Potrero Road, turn west onto Mulholland Hwy, then 

right onto Little Sycamore Canyon Rd. At the Ventura County Line, 
this becomes Yerba Buena, which you follow to the parking area. It’s 
about 5 miles from Decker Rd to the parking area. 

The Hike: This is a beautiful but moderately difficult 6 mile hike 
that is a loop trail with about a 1400’ elevation gain. I think it is one 
of the better hikes and affords some great views of the Santa Monica 
Mountains along with some cool natural rock formations like the 
Balancing Rock & sandstone cliffs. The trail starts out taking you 

along a narrow but good trail along the outer top edge of a canyon where you can see the cool 
rock formations. You then come across a stream crossing through a thick grove of oak trees ( a 
good resting area) and then back up the trail through an open area with more cool rock forma-
tions. The trail eventually leads you to In you to Inspiration Point and then the Mishe Mokwa. 
Sandstone Peak (or Mt. Allen) offers outstanding views from its 3,111 foot summit. From here, 
it is all downhill to the parking lot and the cold drinks waiting for you in your car. 

Future Hikes… 
May 26-TBA    

June 30-TBA   
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Ventura County may use drones for search and rescue… 

A five-pound drone is equipped with a camera. 

 

March 24, 2013 

Today the Ventura County Sheriff’s Department announced it has applied to the Federal Avia-
tion Administration requesting a special permit—a certificate of authorization which would al-
low law enforcement to test and evaluate the Unmanned Aerial Vehicles in the field. Though the 
decision is perhaps months away, the department says the use of the devices could revolutionize 
search and rescue efforts as well as allow detailed monitoring of hazardous incidents without 
jeopardizing the health and safety of personnel.  

 

The five-pound device is manufactured in Simi Valley by Aerovironment. Currently the com-
pany says it supplies similar devices to the U.S. military. It is estimated if this unmanned tech-
nology takes off, it could blossom into a multi-billion dollar within about a decade providing 
Southern California with tens of thousands of new jobs. 

 

Some books on Unmanned Aerial Vehicles... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article source: www.keyt.com 
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I have never been to the Long Beach Aquarium for Divers Day before in part that I had 

things going and in part that I always thought it would be crowded. I don’t know if this year 
was different, but I sure was wrong on thinking it would be too crowded. If you have never 
heard or been to Divers day, it is the one day of the year when if you show your c-card, you 
get a free ticket into the Aquarium at a savings of $25.95 each. What a great deal it was! 

 

My wife Tessie, Michelle Bullis and I left early and made it there by 9:15am. I couldn't believe it when I saw it 
was empty and I actually thought I got something wrong, but when we walked inside and I saw some dive re-
lated booths, I knew there was nothing wrong. We walked around a bit and stayed close as Pat Crane was 
coming down on the train from Pasadena (other clubs could do that) and was expecting to be there about 
10:00. We met up about 10:15am and checked out a few things waiting for a special short movie on the Dis-
abled Veterans Scuba Project put together by Melvin Pasley. What an excellent and moving movie! 

 

It was now about 11:30am and you could see the Aquarium was starting 
to get more full (mainly kids and strollers) but never like I thought it 
would get. We took our time and talked to some of the people at the 
dive booths, spent time looking at all the cool things the Aquarium had 
to offer, and watched another presentation on diving the caves in Mex-
ico. It had been a long time since Tessie and I were at the Aquarium and 
there had been quite a few things that had been added—like most all of 
the back outside area. 

 

After the cave diving presentation we went across the street and had lunch at Buba Gumps. While walking to 
Buba Gumps, we ran into Karen Duran, Mickey, and their grandkids. After lunch it was back to see a few 
more things with us getting done about 5:00pm. Who would have thought we would spend all day there, but 
we really had a great time and plan to go next year—maybe more will join us! 

 

Submitted by Ken Kollwitz 

 

 



www.whalersdiveclub.com 

WHALERS DIVE CLUB PAGE 14 

 

We are soon implementing a new web site with many new features: 

 

  ●Member information and profiles kept online and instantly updatable 

  ●Automated email notification and reminders of special events 

  ●Fully integrated with PayPal for on-line payments, and payment tracking 

  ●Private “member only” areas with content not available to the public 

And more...stay tuned! 



MEMBERSHIP 
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Whalers - 

We all receive enough junk mail. As a non-profit organization, we adhere to certain privacy rules, 
including protecting the email addresses of our membership. The use of the Whaler’s mailing list is 
to distribute club related information to the membership. If you would like to send a general an-
nouncement to the full membership, please send it to any of the board members (http://
www.whalersdiveclub.com/contact/contact.htm) and we will be happy to redistribute it if it’s ap-
propriate to club business. We make every attempt to “hide” the email addresses of our membership 
when sending mass mailings. Also, please do not share email addresses from our published Buddy 
List with any non-member. Although your political, religious, and social viewpoints are important, 
and jokes and YouTube videos can be funny, these certainly do not fall into the category of club busi-
ness. 

Thank You, 

Whaler’s Board  

www.whalersdiveclub.com 


