
 Meeting Location 
Sierra’s Mexican Restaurant 

6819 Canoga Avenue 
 Canoga Park, CA 91303 

    818-365-9196 
(at the corner of Vanowen, Parking in front & rear) 

The Whalers Dive Club, Inc., a California non-profit 
When: 1st Tuesday of the Month  

6:30-7:30 Food & Friendship 
7:30—9:00 General Meeting 

Website: www.whalersdiveclub.com 
Address: P.O. Box 4283, West Hills, CA 91308-4283 

 
May 3 Guest Speakers… 

Bruce & Cheryl Amberger 
On Guam 
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SPECIAL 
POINTS O F 
INTEREST:  

•  U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S  

•  S P E C I A L  A N -

N O U N C E M E N T  

•  B E A C H  C L E A N -

U P  N E W S  

•  W O R D S  F R O M  

T H E  P R E S I D E N T  

•  D I V E  S C H E D U L E  

•  D I V E  B O A T  O F  

T H E  M O N T H  

•  M A Y  G U E S T  

S P E A K E R  

•  S C U B A  S H O W  

2 0 1 1  S P E C I A L  

•  S A F E T Y ,  S A F E T Y ,  

S A F E T Y  

•  S P E C I A L  I N T E R -

E S T  S T O R Y  

•  M E M B E R S H I P  

•  L I S T  O F  B O A R D  

M E M B E R S  
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Upcoming Events... 
Tuesday, May 3  Whalers Meeting 
     Guest Speakers...Bruce &   
     Cheryl Amberger   
     on Guam    

Saturday, May 21  Boat Dive on the Pacific Star 
     Catalina West End  
 

Saturday, June 4  Whaler’s Dive Club day at the  
     Scuba Show 
 
Saturday, June 11  Boat Dive on the Pacific Star 
     LA Wrecks 

Catalina/ 
West End.. 

 
Picture source: 

www.wikipedia.org 

 
 

May 21 
PACIFIC STAR BOAT DIVE 

out of San Pedro to  
Catalina/West End 

7:00AM Saturday morning 
$125.00 

Call Ken at  
805-469-7288 

 



AHOY THERE, 
MATEY!! 

 
The Whaler’s Banquet  
will be on Saturday,  

October 23 at 5:30PM  
at the  

94th Aero Squadron 
 

Pirate Theme…. 
Costumes Welcome 

More info to follow... 



The Club adopted this beach on September 23, 1989. 

Our goal has been to clean-up the beach 3 times a year. The Board has 
selected: May 28, July 16, & September 17, the official state Adopt-A-
Beach Costal Clean-Up day. Come one & all; bring family, friends, and 
potential club members. Trash pick-up and Dive start at 9AM. 

We have official Adoption Papers for this beach to  

Preserve, Protect, & Enhance the coast. 

There are no facilities, but bags and a Porta-Potty will be provided. Bring 
food, drink, gloves, sturdy shoes, and your beach dive gear. Any ques-
tions?  Call Norm at 818-348-6444. 

 

We had 72 participants in 2010. Visit the Website for pictures! 
Chili Cook-Off in July 2011! 

SIGN UP AT THE MEETINGS! 

Directions: Deer Creek Beach is approximately 2 miles north of the L.A./Ventura Co. line on 
Pacific Coast Highway (HWY 1). From the Ventura Freeway north, take Kanan Road west (left) to 
PCH, turn right. Deer Creek is signed (where the highway is only two lanes). 

Deer Creek 
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Whalers, I am finally getting back into the water this Saturday, the 30th on the Peace 
boat to Begg Rock. It’s only been over six months, but the doctor gave me the okay!  
Don’t forget the annual party on October 23rd starts at 5:30PM at the 94th Aero 
Squadron. 
Aero Squadron. 
 
Your President, 
Chris Hartswick 
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Saturday, May 21 
Pacific Star from San Pedro to  
Catalina West End. 7:00AM, $125.00 reserve with CIDA 805-459-
7288 Ken. 

 
Saturday, June 11 
Pacific Star out of San Pedro to LA 
area wrecks. 6:00AM, $125.00 re-
serve with CIDA 805-459-7288 
Ken 
 

Sunday, July 24 
Raptor, Ventura Harbor to Deep 
Hole-Ventura County Line. 7:00AM. 
$130.00 reserve with CIDA 805-
459-7288 Ken 
 

Friday and Saturday, August 26-27 
Peace 2-Days. Ventura Harbor to San Miguel Pinnacles, departure 
12:00AM Friday night. $330.00 reserve with CIDA 805-459-7288 
Ken 
 

September—December...TBD 
 
 
 



A Very Special 
Thanks to: 

www.hollywoodivers.com 
(877) 657-2822 

www.yeoldiveshop.com 
(805) 813-8165 

www.peaceboat.com 
(805) 650-DIVE 

www.channelislandsdiveadventures.com 

(805) 469—7288 

The Whalers thank 
you for your generous 
support! 

 3700 PSI Airfills 

  Unlimited airfills while diving-Tanks must be full upon boarding 

  First Class meals included-all meals prepared fresh and served       

       buffet style 

  U.S. Coast Guard SO/AS certified for multi-day extended-range 

        Dive Trips 

  Single-day trips and Multi-day trips (Livaboards) to 

  California’s Channel Islands 

  Santa Catalina Island 

  Other Islands 

  Special Destinations 

  Peace of Mind-Full back-up equipment 

           Three air compressors 

  Two generators 

  And many more redundant systems 

   18-foot Chase Boat with 40HP outboard 

         “in the water” when you are, for safety   
            and convenience 

   Large, comfortable galley 

   Regular and Premium Bunking 

   Clean-Water Mask Rinse 

         Constantly pumps in clean water for sanitation 

   Same professional, experienced crew for over 8 years 

 
Picture and information source: www.bottomscratcher.com 
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May Guest Speakers...Bruce & Cheryl Amberger 

A bit of Guam history: 
⇒ The ancient Chamorros wer of Indo-Malayan descent 
⇒ Chamorros were known as expert seamen and skilled craftsmaen who built unique 

houses and canoes. 
⇒ Guam possessed a strong matriarchal society, and it was through the power and 

prestige of women that much of the Chamorrow culture, including the language, 
music, dance, and traditions, was able to survive. 

⇒ The first known contact with the western world was on March 6, 1521. In his at-
tempt to circumnavigate the globe, Ferdinand Magellan remained on Guam for 
three days to refurbish his three ship convoy. 

⇒ Magellan’s chronicler, Antonio Pigafetta, depicted Chamorro thatched houses atop 
solid coral foundations known as lattes. To this day, remains of the unique latte 
can be seen at various locations throughout the island. 

⇒ Although the Spanish maintained control on Guam for 333 years, the island was 
ceded to the U.S. following the Spanish-American War of 1898. A year later, in 
1899, the U.S. formally purchased Guam and other Spanish-held territories for 
$20 million. 

⇒ On December 10, 1941, Guam surrendered to the Japanese South Seas detachment 
forces. For 31 months, the people of Guam were forcibly subjected to the Japanese 
lifestyle. Control of the island was eventually transferred to the Japanese Navy in 
1942. 

⇒ On July 21, 1944, known locally as Liberation Day, American forces landed on 
Guam. Three weeks of bitter fighting claimed thousands of Chamorro, American, 
and Japanese lives before the island was declared safe and once again under Ameri-
can rule. 

⇒ The island’s strategic position was quickly recognized by the American military and 
was used as a command post for U.S. Western Pacific operations until the conclu-
sion of World War II on September 2, 1945 

⇒ In 1949, President Harry S. Truman signed the Organic Act, making Guam an 
unincorporated territory with limited self-governing authority. 

Picture source: 
www.pacificworlds.com 
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Whalers: 
It’s that time of year again! SCUBA Show 2011 will be taking place June 
4 & 5 at the Long Beach Convention Center. Chris Sheckler will be send-
ing free tickets for our April Opportunity Drawing! 

Calendar Announcement: 
The SCUBA Show, America’s Largest Consumer Dive Expo, will take 
place June 4-5, 2011 at the Long Beach Convention Center in Long 
Beach, California. This is the 24th year of this popular event. The show 
will consist of 76,000 square feet of diving related exhibits including 
new and revolutionary dive gear, equipment bargains, travel pros (many 
offering show discounts), and diving experts. Several exhibitors also of-
fer free drawings for valuable prizes. The first 1,000 people in atten-
dance on Saturday and Sunday will receive complementary tote bags 
and major door prize drawings will be taking place throughout the day. 

 

Highlighting the exhibit hall will 
be a personal appearance by 
world famous artist Wyland. On 
Saturday he will be interacting 
with attendees while painting a 
new piece of art and on Sunday 
he will  be painting an ocean mu-
ral with participation from chil-
dren in attendance. 

 

Legendary underwater filmmaker Stan Waterman will be headlining a 
weekend of seminars that include some of the most popular dive ex-
perts around. Some of the presenters include Marty Snyderman, Jack 
and Sue Drafahl, Bruce Watkins, Dale Sheckler, Ken Knezick, Ken Kurtis, 
and more. Subjects covered include underwater photography and video, 
marine life, dive travel, dive medicine, gear, and California diving. 

 

A continuous underwater film festival will be running in the exhibit hall 
on a three-story high screen and will feature films from around the 
world by over a dozen underwater imaging experts. 

 

Exhibit hall hours are Saturday 10:00a.m. to 6:00p.m., and Sunday from 
10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m. Admission is $12 and includes admission to ex-
hibit hall and film festival (seminars are an additional charge). Discount 
coupons are available at California dive stores, on California dive char-
ter boats and through California dive clubs. Age 13 and under are ad-
mitted free. For information on SCUBA Show 2011 call 310-792-2333 or 
visit the web site www.ScubaShow.com. Advanced registration online 
atScubaShow.com is strongly encouraged to save time and money. 

 Picture source: www.scubashow.com 



 

Driving Directions… 
Take the 710 Freeway south and follow the sighs to the Long 
Beach Convention Center. The Long Beach Convention Center is 
located at: 
300 E. Ocean Blvd. 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
 
If you aren’t in the mood to drive to the SCUBA Show, the Metro 
is one fun option. You can check out www.metro.net to find out 
the schedule and rates.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map source: www.metro.net 
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Flying Eagle Rays... 

Pictures and article source: 
www.diversalertnetwork.org 

www.cnn.com 

“One important 
scuba diving safety 
procedure is to 
make sure that cer-
tain pieces of your 
scuba dive gear fit 
you properly, espe-
cially for beginning 
divers. Your mask 
must be comfort-
able and not allow 
any water leakage. 
Your BCD should 
be snug enough that 
it does not ride 
around in the water. 
Booties and fins 
should be comfort-
able and not cause 
discomfort or blis-
ters.” 

Miami (CNN) -- An eagle ray weighing as much as 300 pounds landed on top of a 
woman on a boat in the Florida Keys last week, throwing her to the deck and pin-
ning her underneath it -- the "scariest thing" that's ever happened to her, she said. 
The woman, Jenny Hausch, was on the chartered boat Friday with her husband 
and three children, taking pictures of a group of eagle rays as they flew out of the 
water."These eagle rays, they were flying through the air," said Kelly Klein of Two 
Chicks Charters, the captain of the boat. "These giant things go out of the water 
and slam back down."Hausch said she was in the front of the boat, snapping away. 
"The first picture I took of the ray jumping 
was 50 feet in front of us," she said. 
When the ray jumped again, Hausch 
said she was readying her camera. 
"Next thing I know, it hit me square in the 
chest. I fell backwards and fell down," 
she said. 
 

Before Jenny Hausch was hit by a ray, she had 
been taking pictures of eagle rays flying through the air. 
Klein said the ray kept "slamming and slamming on top of (Hausch), trying to swim 
away."Hausch said the incident happened so fast that she didn't have time to re-
act."I was just trying to push it off me as I was scooting backwards," she said. 
Hausch's husband and children watched in horror.Florida Fish and Wildlife Officers 
Aja Vickers and Bret Swensson were patrolling the water near the tour boat when 
they heard screams."We turned around and looked and saw the eagle ray thrash-
ing around in the boat and at that point we realized we had a problem," said Vick-
ers.As the officers made their way to the boat, Vickers said, "shoes were getting 
thrown off the boat, towels were going everywhere." 
By the time officers made it to the boat Hausch had freed herself from under the 
ray.Klein said the animal measured 8-feet across, and probably weighed a good 
300 pounds."It's just massive, it has a 10-foot tail," she added. 
Klein said everyone thought that Hausch was dead, but when she was freed she 
didn't have a scratch on her. Hausch said it was the scariest thing that's ever hap-
pened to her, and she's thankful she didn't get hurt. 
Hausch's children were hysterical, but she and her husband decided to continue 
the charter in hopes that the incident wouldn't make them afraid of the water. 
Eagle rays can measure as much as 10 feet across and 17 feet long -- from their 
snout to the end of their barbed tails -- and weigh up to 500 pounds, according to 
the Florida Museum of Natural History. The spines on the tails are venomous and 
can inflict serious wounds. 
In 2008, a woman died from the impact when a ray jumped out of the water and hit 
her as she boated in the Keys, but Vickers said both incidents were freak acci-
dents. 
"This is a total one-in-a-million chance," she said. "These animals aren't attacking 
by any means. One theory is these animals jump during mating season." 



Picture Source: 
www.aquariumofpacific.org 

Turn here, when legal make a u-turn, recalculating, turn there... this has be-
come a common way to navigate for those of us that have a GPS in our car. 
When the storms come in and the GPS can't see the satellites we get frus-
trated that we have to look out the windshield to 
figure out where we are and how to get to where 
we are going. No longer is this a problem for 
some of our club members that have recently 
completed their navigation class! Not only can 
they navigate around the park with a towel over 
their head, they can navigate at the bottom of the 
sea and find their way home. Congratulations to BJ Rogers, Steve 
Roquemore, Eva Barthel, and Edgar Rios on completion of their navigation 
class and special thanks to Dalia Luria for providing this opportunity. 
The Class was the standard PADI issue of reading a book and completing 
knowledge reviews for each chapter. We then met at Chatsworth Park and 
practiced our skills performing the usual straight line, triangle and box pat-
tern using only our compass as we were blinded by a towel over our head and 
while measuring our distance at the same time! So quickly the students mas-
tered the basic skills then the instructor further tested our skills with a com-

bination course to navigate. This included a straight line, a box 
and a triangle and then a straight line back to the starting point 
and you must arrive within 10 feet of the starting point. (If you 
think this was easy there is another class coming up and all 
Whalers are invited). 
The following weekend we joined forces on the Peace for a trip 
to Anacapa and began all over again. The most common state-
ment spoken by the students was "wow, this navigation stuff 
works!”  Thanks to Dalia's innovative teaching at the Park, our 

underwater navigation portion was quickly executed with all students per-
forming their navigation skills excellently. 
For more details on this or the upcoming class simply attend our monthly 
meetings and you too can become an expert navigator. Remember member-
ship has its privileges, but you must participate to enjoy them; hope to see 
you at the next meeting. 

Steve Roquemore 
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Membership 
Renewals: Shelly & Elaine Bern, Eva Maria Barthel, Simon 
Shapiro, and Art Hill 

 

Expired or Coming Due: Anthony Roldan, Mike Herrera, 
Sylvie Miller, Candy & Rusty Roy-
den, Jan & Sandi Saltzman, Dawn 
Baca, Laurie Guglieimo, Brad Harley, 
David Katz, Bill & Betty Pringle, Joe 
Phillips, Jim & Judy Whitney, Marc 
& Gail Glasser and Steve Patchis 

 

Membership rates: Initial—$30; Renewal—$25; Family 
(New) -  Initial $40; Renewal $35. A Family Membership is 
for members living in the same household/address where a 
certified diver member lives. Be sure to join us for great 
programs, super diving, good food, and wonderful friends! 
We encourage you to attend the General Meetings and as 
many Dives, Events, and Trips as possible. 

 

Please mail dues to : The Whalers 

         P.O. Box 4283  

                          

 

 

Pictures courtesy of www.whalersdiveclub.com 



2011 Officers 
 

Officers 
President  Chris Hartswick    pres@whalersdiveclub.com 

Vice-President  Norm Deatherage      vicepres@whalersdiveclub.com 

Secretary  Marilyn Deatherage     secretary@whalersdiveclub.com 

Treasurer  Rick Dalven      treas@whalersdiveclub.com 

 

Board Members & Committee Chairs 
Dive Coordinator Dahlia Luria   divecoord@whalersdiveclub.com 

Membership  Patty Chan   membership@whalersdiveclub.com 

Programs  Eva Barthel   entertaiment@whalersdiveclub.com 

Website  Rick Dalven   webmaster@whalersdiveclub.com 

Newsletter  Cheryl Amberger  newsletter@whalersdiveclub.com 

Travel 2011  Rick Dalven   travel@whalersdiveclub.com 

Deer Creek  Norm Deatherage  environment@whalersdiveclub.com 

Whalers - 

We all receive enough junk mail. As a non-profit organization, we adhere to certain privacy rules, 
including protecting the email addresses of our membership. The use of the Whaler’s mailing list 
is to distribute club related information to the membership. If you would like to send a general 
announcement to the full membership, please send it to any of the board members 
(http://www.whalersdiveclub.com/contact/contact.htm) and we will be happy to redistribute it if 
it’s appropriate to club business. We make every attempt to “hide” the email addresses of our 
membership when sending mass mailings. Also, please do not share email addresses from our 
published Buddy List with any non-member. Although your political, religious, and social view-
points are important, and jokes and YouTube videos can be funny, these certainly do not fall 
into the category of club business. 

Thank You, 

Whaler’s Board  


