AUGUST 2011

New Meeting Day & Location
SPECIAL
POINTS OF
INTEREST:
UPCOMING
EVENTS
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

Coco’s Bakery Restaurant
22200 Sherman Way
Canoga Park, CA 91303
818-710-8081

BEACH CLEANUP NEWS
WORDS FROM
THE PRESIDENT
DIVE SCHEDULE
DIVE BOAT OF
THE MONTH
AUGUST GUEST
SPEAKER
SAFETY,
SAFETY,
SAFETY

The Whalers Dive Club, Inc., a California non-profit
When: 1st Wednesday of the Month
6:30-7:30 Food & Friendship
7:30—9:00 General Meeting
Website: www.whalersdiveclub.com
Address: P.O. Box 4283, West Hills, CA 91308-4283

SPECIAL INTEREST STORY
MEMBERSHIP
LIST OF BOARD
MEMBERS

August 3 Guest Speaker…

David Simmons
Interaction with Terrestrial & Marine Life and
the Effects on the Environment & Us

Beginning Wednesday, July 6, the Whaler’s
monthly meetings will be held on the first
Wednesday of the month at

Coco’s Bakery Restaurant
22200 Sherman Way
Canoga Park
Why?... you ask...
Brighter Room
More Congenial Space
Better Service
Guaranteed Schedule
Larger Menu Variety….Including
BREAKFAST!
Ample Parking
Great Pie Selection
Healthy Menu
Private Room Conducive to Presentations
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Wednesday, August 3

General Meeting
Guest Speaker—David Simmons
from Ventura Fish and Wildlife
Services

Friday—Saturday
August 26-27

The Peace—to San Miguel Island

SAVE THE DATE!
September
22nd—25th
Refugio State
Beach..
Picture source:

www.santabarbara.com

Refugio Beach
Camping
Beach diving, kayaking,
and fun!
More information to
follow...
Gail & Marc Glasser

“Calling all Scallywags”
Whaler’s
48th Annual Banquet
Sunday, October 23, 2011
94th Aero Squadron
16320 Raymer St., Van Nuys
(East of Woodley/South of RR tracks) 818-994-7437

Time: 5:30 PM Cocktails (no host bar)
6:30 PM Sit-Down Dinner (Salmon, Tri-Tip, or Chicken)
Displays, Door Prize Opportunity Drawings
Questions: Chris 818-715-0182
Cost: $45/person by October 17, 2011
Family and Friends Welcome!

Pirate Theme….
Costumes Welcome
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Deer Creek
The Club adopted this beach on September 23, 1989.
Our goal has been to clean-up the beach 3 times a year. The Board has selected: May 28, July
16, & September 17, the official state Adopt-A-Beach Costal Clean-Up
day. Come one & all; bring family, friends, and potential club members.
Trash pick-up and Dive start at 9AM.
We have official Adoption Papers for this beach to
Preserve, Protect, & Enhance the coast.
There are no facilities, but bags and a Porta-Potty will be provided. Bring
food, drink, gloves, sturdy shoes, and your beach dive gear. Any questions? Call Norm at 818-348-6444.
We had 72 participants in 2010. Visit the Website for pictures!
Chili Cook-Off in July 2011!
SIGN UP AT THE MEETINGS!
Directions: Deer Creek Beach is approximately 2 miles north of the L.A./Ventura Co. line on
Pacific Coast Highway (HWY 1). From the Ventura Freeway north, take Kanan Road west (left) to
PCH, turn right. Deer Creek is signed (where the highway is only two lanes).

A very special thank you to our July Guest Speaker…
Margery Spielman
for a wonderful presentation on
Diving with Atlantic Spotted Dolphins!
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Friday and Saturday, August 26-27
Peace 2-Days. Ventura Harbor to San Miguel Pinnacles, departure
midnight Thursday evening. $330.00 reserve with CIDA 805-4597288 Ken

Saturday, September 24
Dive the Spectre to Anacapa.
Departs 7:00AM, Ventura Harbor

Sunday, October 16
Dive the Sand Dollar to Catalina. Nitrox
available; depart from San Pedro

Friday, November 25
Dive the Peace to Anacapa. Departs 7:00AM from Ventura Harbor

Wanted! Whaler Newsletter Editor
Due to work obligations, as of August 15th I will no longer be able
to continue as Newsletter Editor. If anyone out there can take over,
here are the details:
Microsoft Publisher 2007
I will give you the format so all you have to do is cut & paste
3-4 hours per/month
Decent Salary (not really, but it sounds good)
Please send your resume to newsletter@whalersdiveclub.com
Cheryl

A Very Special
Thanks to:

www.hollywoodivers.com
(877) 657-2822

Guadalupe Island, the best place to cage dive with and experience great white sharks,
all while being educated and pampered by your staff aboard M/V Horizon.
Your Guadalupe Island shark expedition is unique as Horizon Charters is the only
Guadalupe Island shark diving company departing from the United States. Your
safety is number one! No tedious bus ride to Ensenada with us. Board Horizon in
San Diego and at trips end step off the boat in San Diego.

www.yeoldiveshop.com
(805) 813-8165

Plus, we cater to a very small audience per expedition with a maximum of 12 passengers on each voyage. Smaller groups equal more space to spread out, better service
and more cage time.
Sharks are the focus of your journey, but we work hard to ensure that you enjoy every
facet of your shark diving vacation from sumptuous home cooked meals to having
the staff aboard Horizon help you into your wetsuit...we are there for you every step
of the way.

www.peaceboat.com
(805) 650-DIVE

Drawing from a database of over 100 cataloged Guadalupe Island great white sharks,
you will come home after your vacation not only with memories that will last a lifetime, but with names of sharks attached to those memories. Yes, believe or not, most
of Guadalupe Islands resident great white sharks have names!
We pioneered "Safe and Sane Shark Diving" 5 seasons ago, and today practice what
we preach, keeping you safe in our cages is our number one priority. Keeping you
safe, keeps the great white sharks safe as well. But as you will see during your great
white shark diving expedtion, Guadalupe Island's resident sharks are not the mindless man-eaters that they've been
made out to be for so many years.

www.channelislandsdiveadventures.com

(805) 469—7288

The Whalers thank
you for your generous
support!

Help dispell the myth, and enjoy a
luxury live-aboard great white shark
diving expedition to Guadalupe
land today!

Is-
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Southern Sea Otter Information...
There are some
items to be
checked before
each dive. Just like
you check your
air, make sure the
wire wrap securing
the mouth piece
to the regulator is
there and intact.
It’ll save you from
sucking some water until you get
your octopus.”

Southern sea otters (Enhydra lutris nereis), also known as California sea otters, were listed as
threatened in 1977 under the Endangered Species Act. Reduced range and population
size, vulnerability to oil spills, and oil spill risk from coastal tanker traffic were the primary
reasons for listing. As a consequence of their threatened status, southern sea otters are also
recognized as depleted under the Marine Mammal Protection Act. Under state law, southern sea otters are “fully protected” mammals.
Ranging from San Mateo County in the north to Santa Barbara County in the south,
southern sea otters live in the nearshore waters along the mainland coastline of California.
A small population of sea otters lives at San Nicolas Island as a result of translocation efforts initiated in 1987. Sea otter counts are conducted twice each year by the U.S. Geological Survey. The latest census and stranding information is available at
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/otters/
Southern sea otters are among the smallest of marine mammals and may live for 15-20
years in the wild. They feed on a variety of benthic (bottom-dwelling) invertebrates, including sea urchins, abalone, crabs, clams, marine snails, marine worms, sea stars, sand dollars,
and squid and octopus. Individual animals tend to specialize on a subset of the overall
population diet. Sea otters sometimes use tools to break open their food, and their learned
foraging skills appear to be transmitted culturally along matrilines. Most adult female sea
otters give birth to one pup each year. Birth peaks occur in the spring and fall, but pups
may be born at any time of year. Male sea otters typically aggregate at the northern and
southern limits of the range in winter and early spring, when some males that have maintained breeding territories in the predominantly female center of the range abandon their
territories and join other males at its ends.
Sea otters depend on clean, water-resistant fur—up to 650,000 hairs per square inch—for
insulation against cold ocean water. Due to their small body size and lack of blubber, sea
otters have to produce a high level of internal heat to stay warm. To satisfy their high energy requirements, sea otters spend much of their time foraging for food and eat an average
of 25% of their body weight each day.
Historically, sea otters ranged along the North Pacific rim from the northern Japanese islands to mid-Baja California, Mexico. Southern sea otters occupied the southern portion
of this range to northern California or Oregon, or possibly as far north as Prince William
Sound in Alaska. The California population prior to exploitation is thought to have numbered about 16,000 animals. During the 18th and 19th centuries, sea otters were hunted
for their luxurious pelts, and by the early 1900s, the species was believed to be extinct in
California. Southern sea otters are descended from a small colony that survived along the
Big Sur coast and became generally known to the public in 1938. The southern sea otter
population has grown slowly since that time, but it has exhibited high levels of mortality in
recent years.

Picture source: www.fws.gov

The sea otter population along the mainland coast of California is increasing, but much more
slowly than other recovering sea otter populations, which have grown at rates of up to 17-20%
annually. Southern sea otters along the mainland have never increased more than 5-6% per year.
Recent growth rates have been highest at the southern end of the range.
High mortality (rather than low fecundity) appears to be responsible for the slow overall
growth and periods of decline in southern sea otters. Causes of death determined from
recovered carcasses include white shark attacks, infectious disease (such as encephalitis
caused by the protozoal parasites Toxoplasma gondii and Sarcocystis neurona), acanthocephalan worms, bacterial and viral infections, domoic acid toxicity, and cardiac lesions. However, it is not known whether the causes of death in recovered carcasses represent an unbiased picture of mortality in the population as a whole. Food limitation, nutritional
deficiencies, and exposure to chemical contaminants are also likely influencing patterns
of mortality. Determining what factors are driving mortality and identifying the mechanisms and
pathways by which sea otters are being affected is critical to the development of effective management actions. The final revised recovery plan (pdf 1.8 mb) for the federally threatened southern
sea otter is available here.
Allowing natural range expansion is key to recovery, according to the recovery plan. The translocation program allowed the reintroduction of sea otters to San Nicolas Island but also required the
removal of sea otters from a “no-otter” management zone. The program is currently being reviewed through the National Environmental Policy Act process. A draft supplemental environmental impact statement and comments received are available here. A final supplemental impact
statement will be published in the coming months.
If you have any questions regarding the Southern sea otter, Draft Supplemental Environmental
Impact Statement, or the recovery plan, or the please contact:
Lilian Carswell
Marine Conservation & Southern Sea Otter
Coordinator
By phone: (805) 612-2793
By mail:
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, CA 93003

MOREHEAD CITY, N.C. - Archaeologists recovered the first anchor from what's believed to be the wreck of
the pirate Blackbeard's flagship off the North Carolina coast Friday, a move that might change plans about how to
save the rest of the almost 300-year-old artifacts from the central part of the ship. Divers had planned to recover the
second-largest artifact on what's believed to be the Queen Anne's Revenge but discovered it was too well-attached to
other items in the ballast pile, said project Mark Wilde-Ramsing. Instead they pulled up another anchor that is the
third-largest artifact and likely was the typical anchor for the ship.
Apparently, pirates had everyday anchors and special anchors just as the rest of us have everyday dishes and good
china. "That's a big ship to be putting that out to stop it," Wilde-Ramsing said admiringly as a pulley system of
straps and men holding ropes moved the anchor from a boat to the back of truck. It's the first large anchor that
divers have retrieved; they earlier brought up a small, grapnel anchor.
The anchor is 11 feet, 4 inches long with arms that are 7 feet, 7 inches across. It was covered with concretion — a mixture of shells, sand and other debris attracted by the leaching
wrought iron — and a few sea squirts. Its weight was estimated at 2,500 to 3,000 pounds.
The anchor's size is typical for a ship the size of the Queen Anne's Revenge, while the two
other anchors probably were used in emergencies, such as storms, Wilde-Ramsing said.
Archaeologists had planned to remove the second-largest anchor, which is 13 feet long with
arms that are 8 feet across, from the top of the
ballast pile. But it was too well-attached, so instead the divers went in from the side to retrieve
the everyday anchor. That means that future dives may involve going in
from the side of the shipwreck rather than the top, he said. Divers will
work four days next week, when they'll decide how to proceed.
State officials hope the anchor and other artifacts will attract tourists.
The largest exhibit of artifacts from the shipwreck, which was discovered in 1996, will be shown starting June 11 at
the N.C. Maritime Museum in Beaufort. Wilde-Ramsing has said the team hopes to recover all the artifacts by the
end of 2013. And the timing of the recovery of the anchor couldn't be better for North Carolina officials, trying to
increase tourism interest in the shipwreck. The Disney film "Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides" starring
Johnny Depp was released earlier this month and features both Blackbeard and the Queen Anne's Revenge. The
only remaining parts of the ship — the wooden hull structure, ribs and a plank — are at the bottom of the pile, protected by ballast that kept the ship upright. Six cannon and three other anchors are also in the pile.
Wendy Welsh, field conservator and QAR lab manager, and archaeologist Chris Southerly dived in the Atlantic to
hook up the anchor for its lift to the ocean surface. "It lifted great," said Welsh, who has worked with the project
for nine years. "I didn't think I'd see this day so soon." Southerly compared the retrieval to the child's game of PickUp-Sticks, where players toss plastic sticks on a hard surface and then remove them one at a time without disturbing the ones underneath. "It's really satisfying that I've had privilege of seeing it," he said.
In 1717, Blackbeard captured a French slave ship and renamed it Queen
Anne's Revenge. Blackbeard, whose real name was widely believed to be Edward Teach or Thatch, settled in Bath and received a governor's pardon. Volunteers with the Royal Navy killed him in Ocracoke Inlet in November 1718,
months after the ship thought to be Queen Anne's Revenge sank.
The Queen Anne's Revenge shipwreck site, which is listed on the National
Register of Historic Sites, has already yielded more than 250,000 artifacts.
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Membership
Renewals: Dahlia Luria & Susan Nakaoki
New Members: Steve and Kathy Kay
Expired or Coming Due: Bill Drake, Rod Francis, John Michael Lee, Steve Patchis, Tom Oedy, and Keith Biondi.
Membership rates: Initial—$30; Renewal—$25; Family
(New) - Initial $40; Renewal $35. A Family Membership is
for members living in the same household/address where a
certified diver member lives. Be sure to join us for great
programs, super diving, good food, and wonderful friends!
We encourage you to attend the General Meetings and as
many Dives, Events, and Trips as possible.
Please mail dues to :

Whalers Dive Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 4283
West Hills, CA 91308-4283

Whalers We all receive enough junk mail. As a non-profit organization, we adhere to certain privacy
rules, including protecting the email addresses of our membership. The use of the Whaler’s
mailing list is to distribute club related information to the membership. If you would like to
send a general announcement to the full membership, please send it to any of the board members (http://www.whalersdiveclub.com/contact/contact.htm) and we will be happy to redistribute it if it’s appropriate to club business. We make every attempt to “hide” the email addresses of our membership when sending mass mailings. Also, please do not share email addresses from our published Buddy List with any non-member. Although your political, religious, and social viewpoints are important, and jokes and YouTube videos can be funny, these
certainly do not fall into the category of club business.
Thank You,
Whaler’s Board

Pictures courtesy of
www.whalersdiveclub.com

2011 Officers
Officers
President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

Chris Hartswick
Norm Deatherage
Marilyn Deatherage
Rick Dalven

pres@whalersdiveclub.com
vicepres@whalersdiveclub.com
secretary@whalersdiveclub.com
treas@whalersdiveclub.com

Board Members & Committee Chairs
Dive Coordinator
Membership
Programs
Website
Newsletter
Travel 2011
Deer Creek

Dahlia Luria
Patty Chan
Eva Barthel
Rick Dalven
Cheryl Amberger
Rick Dalven
Norm Deatherage

“Hi”...from
Cayman Brac!

Your President
Chris Hartswick

divecoord@whalersdiveclub.com
membership@whalersdiveclub.com
entertaiment@whalersdiveclub.com
webmaster@whalersdiveclub.com
newsletter@whalersdiveclub.com
travel@whalersdiveclub.com
environment@whalersdiveclub.com

