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·
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STORY

·

MEMBERSHIP

·

LIST OF BOARD
MEMBERS

Meeting Location
Sierra’s Mexican
Restaurant
6819 Canoga Avenue
Canoga Park, CA 91303
818-365-9196
(at the corner of Vanowen, Parking in front & rear)
The Whalers Dive Club, Inc., a California nonprofit
When: 1st Tuesday of the Month
6:30-7:30 Food & Friendship
7:30—9:00 General Meeting
Website: www.whalersdiveclub.com
Address: P.O. Box 4283, West Hills, CA 91308-4283

December End of the Year Opportunity Drawing
The club has had a successful year which has been demonstrated
by increased membership (new, rejoins, and renewals) and significantly improved membership participation in the clubs diving and non-diving activities. To celebrate this achievement,
there will be over $400 in dive and non-dive opportunity drawing items at our end of the year, December 7th General Meeting.
DON’T MISS OUT!!

International Travel 2011
It’s that time of year again - to begin planning our International
Dive Trip for 2011. This year the Board is considering land
and/or live-aboard trips in the following locations, but is not limited to: Cozumel, Cayman Islands (including Little Cayman and
Cayman Brac), and Turks & Caicos. Your input is very important to the Board in arranging these trips. So, please come to the
December 7th General Meeting to discuss travel dates and locations for the Club’s international dive trip next year (see page 6).
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Upcoming Events...
Tuesday, December 7

Whalers Meeting

2011

“Tropical coral reefs

Tuesday, January 4

Whalers Meeting

Tuesday, February 1

Whalers Meeting

Saturday, February 26

Avalon Underwater
Clean-Up
Whalers Meeting

are to SCUBA diving
what alpine peaks are

Tuesday, March 1

to backpacking. Reefs
are the highlights, the
places where equipment
manufacturers strut their
stuff, and photographers
shoot magazine covers.”

Karen Berger, Scuba
Diving

Neptune’s
Outer
Coastal Reef
Article & Picture
source

www.channelislandsdive
adventures.com

Saturday, December 11th Boat Dive on the Raptor
1-Day Dive to the…

Neptune’s Outer Coastal Reef

Cost is $140.00: Three Dives and Food Included
Early Bird discount
by December 4th is only $130.00
Call Ken at 805-469-7288
and mention the Whalers!
The Neptune’s Outer Coastal Reef area is about 20 miles
south of Ventura Harbor and is ½-1 mile offshore. This
area is large and very dramatic and is comprised of large
boulders, small rock piles, walls and pinnacles along
with beautiful kelp forests, sea fans, bat rays and more.
There are deeper sites such as Sea Fans, Deep Hole and
Sweet Spot and there is a shallow (40’-60’) spot called “The Ring” with its
rocky reef and kelp forest that can rival any spot on the islands on a
good day. The depths range from 40’-100’ with visibility from 20’-60’.
This can be a very good hunting spot for fish and bugs and an excellent
area for photographers.
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Guest Speaker...
The Whalers Very Own…

Steve Roquemore
Presentation of the Whalers Fiji trip will be made by our own
Steve Roquemore. The presentation will include many photos of
our group, the resort, diving and our zip-line adventure. This will
be an interesting presentation as you will be able to see the 15
foot Tiger Shark that visited the group during the feeding, to beautiful scenes in
the rainforest.
For those that
came on the
trip, it will be a
great reminder
of a fantastic
trip, and for the
others, a reminder to get
your input in
where you, as
members, want to go next year.

4
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Deer Creek
The Club adopted this beach on September 23, 1989.
Our goal has been to clean-up the beach 3 times a year. The Board has
selected: May 28, July 23, & September 17, the official state Adopt-A
-Beach Costal Clean-Up day. Come one & all; bring family, friends, and
potential club members. Trash pick-up and Dive start at 9AM.
We have official Adoption Papers for this beach to
Preserve, Protect, & Enhance the coast.
There are no facilities, but bags and a Porta-Potty will be provided. Bring
food, drink, gloves, sturdy shoes, and your beach dive gear. Any questions? Call Norm at 818-348-6444.
We had 72 participants in 2010. Visit the Website for pictures!
Chili Cook-Off in July 2011!
SIGN UP AT THE MEETINGS!
Directions: Deer Creek Beach is approximately 2 miles north of the L.A./Ventura Co. line on
Pacific Coast Highway (HWY 1). From the Ventura Freeway north, take Kanan Road west (left) to
PCH, turn right. Deer Creek is signed (where the highway is only two lanes).

Whalers! The December meeting is going to be great! It will include a slide show from the Fiji
Trip, some special opportunity drawings, and an open forum for the 2011 Club Dive Trip! The
election is in…
President…….Chris Hartswick
Treasure……...Rick Dalven
Secretary……..Marilyn Deatherage
Membership...Patty Chan
A special thanks to BJ Rogers for a fantastic job on Membership
and the Fiji Trip!
Your President,
Chris Hartswick
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International Travel

Pictures and maps
source:
www.caymanislands.ky

It’s that time of year again - to begin planning our International Dive Trip for 2011.
This year, the Board is considering land
and/or live - aboard trips in the following
locations, but is not
limited to: Cozumel,
Cayman Islands
(including Little Cayman and Cayman
Brac), and Turks & Caicos. Your input is very
important to the Board
in arranging these trips, so come prepared
to discuss locations and dates for the
2011 International Trip. You
don’t want to
miss out on this
opportunity for
your input to
count!!

A Very Special
Thanks to:

Come dive the newest dive boat in Ventura!
One aspect of diving that everyone loves when on vacation is the wonderful experience of diving from the beautifully-appointed, modern custom dive boats that are often found in resort destinations. These are
boats that were designed and built with the divers’ needs and comfort in
mind. There is always a place for cameras and storing dry items, convenient tank racks and comfortable rides with ample seating to and from
the various dive sites. Easy entry into and exit from the water is another
added bonus. These conveniences were not lost on Ventura Dive &
Sport’s owners and divers as they enjoyed diving throughout the world.

The Whalers
thank you for
your generous
support!

After giving careful consideration to what might constitute the perfect
dive boat for enjoying the Channel Islands, the Raptor came to fruition in
July 2006. Built in Slidell LA by Newton Dive Boats, the Raptor is an awesome dive boat. Measuring 46’ in length and sporting a generous beam of
16’, the Raptor features a roomy upper deck with seating, a fully heated
main cabin for those chilly fall and winter days at Anacapa and a satellite
sound-system with 8 speakers.
Article and picture source: www.raptordive.com
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Environmental Report...submitted by Norm Deatherage
Project Recovers Lost Gear
Adapted from Ray Boyd (Catalina Islander November 12, 2010)

Jennifer Renzullo, the field manager for the California Lost Fishing Gear Recovery Project, and a small diving crew traveled to Farnsworth Bank recently. They went there to recover more than 1,000
pounds of discarded gill nets.
The California Lost Fishing Gear Recovery Project was first
launched in June of 2005, by the SeaDoc Society at the University of
California, Davis Wildlife Health Center.
The gear recovery has been conducted by scientific divers, sea
urchin harvesters and various fishermen. The project has removed
more than 30 tons of derelict fishing gear and other marine debris from
California coastal waters.
“About 1,000 pounds of dry rope was extracted from Farnsworth
Banks and it was probably in about 90 feet
of water,” Renzullo said. “Making sure divers
don’t get tangled up is our biggest concern.
They use lift bags to extract gill nets and it is
dangerous so they have to be sure nothing
gets looped up,” she also said.
In addition, Renzullo also stated that
in that particular net at Farnsworth Bank, they found “three dolphin
carcasses and an angel shark. Somehow the shark ended up swimming
away from the ordeal.” She continued, “it felt really good getting that
net out of the water, so that it will not be causing anymore harm.”
This project encourages ocean users to report the presence of
lost gear, and hires scuba divers to remove gear from near-shore waters
in a safe and environmentally sensitive manner.
If you have lost fishing gear or if you have encountered or seen
lost fishing gear, you may contact the California’s Lost Fishing Gear Recovery Project at 1-888-491-4327 or email Jennifer Renzullo at jrrenzullo@ucdavis.edu.

Disabled Veterans SCUBA Project has started another class
thanks to the many donations that were given. Originally scheduled for August /September it is finally underway after resolving yet more insurance requirements from the pool owners.
Shown here is one of our members BJ Rogers who is a topside
rescue diver. Each veteran has two dive instructors in the water
with him and there is a topside rescue diver and several to
help stage the gear and stay with the diver when they are out
of the water. As most of the veterans in the class are suffering
from Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome (PTSD) along with
their combat injuries it is just as important to have one on
one help when they are out of the water. These vets are very
appreciative and volunteering is very rewarding. Still looking for a few more volunteers as with everyone's busy
schedule there are nights with extra volunteers and nights
with not enough. Anyone interested can visit the site
(www.disabledveteransscubaproject.org) or send Steve an email at Steve@affordableinspections.biz.
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Membership

November
Congratulations to Dave Townsend
Opportunity
on his Master Diver Certification!
Drawing
Renewals: Len and Linda Randal & Edgar
Winners
Rios
Expired or Coming Due: Eva-Maria Barthel, Rick
Dalven, Hans Dukatz, Mike Herrera, Arthur Hill, Trish
Kolbeck, Sylvie Miller, Joe Phillips, Candy & Rusty Royden, Jan & Sandi Saltzman, and Simon Shapiro
Judy Whitney
Universal Spring
Straps

Elaine Bern
Peace Dive Boat
Nitrox Card

Chris Hartswick
Hollywood Diver
T-Shirt

Cheryl Amberger
Ye Ol’ Dive Shop Hat

Charles Pinkus
Whaler Lunch Box
and Mug

Membership rates: Initial—$30; Renewal—$25;
Family (New) - Initial $40; Renewal $35. A Family
Membership is for members living in the same household/address where a certified diver member lives. Be
sure to join us for great programs, super diving, good
food, and wonderful friends! We encourage you to attend the General Meetings and as many Dives,
Events, and Trips as possible.
Please mail dues to : The Whalers
P.O. Box 4283
West Hills, CA 91308
THANK YOU...Your Membership Committee B.J.
Rogers, Chair, and Trish Kolbeck

2010 Whalers Board
Officers
President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

Chris Hartswick
Norm Deatherage
Marilyn Deatherage
Rick Dalven

pres@whalersdiveclub.com
vicepres@whalersdiveclub.com
secretary@whalersdiveclub.com
treas@whalersdiveclub.com

Other Directors
Dive Coordinator
Membership
Program
Website
Newsletter
Activities
Travel 2010
Deer Creek

Dahlia Luria
B.J. Rogers
Michael Herrera
Rick Dalven
Cheryl Amberger
Eva-Maria Barthel
B.J. Rogers
Norm Deatherage

divecoord@whalersdiveclub.com
membership@whalersdiveclub.com
entertainment@whalersdiveclub.com
webmaster@whalersdiveclub.com
newsletter@whalersdiveclub.com
activities@whalersdiveclub.com
travel@whalersdiveclub.com
environment@whalersdiveclub.com

